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  A bill approved this week by the 
Ohio Senate would allow young Ohioans 
to get a learner driving permit at age 15, 
rather the current 15 1/2, allowing up to 
one year for driver training, instead of six 
months. 

Teen to get learner’s permit at 15Ohio receive F for accountablity on school vouchers Author Alley to be held at Loganberry 
  Author Alley  will be held at Loganberry Books, 

13015 Larchmere Blvd.on August 1-2, 2026. Dozens 

of local authors will set up shop in the iconic mural-

adorned alleyway next to Loganberry, where they’ll 

have the opportunity to connect with new readers and 

mingle with fellow writers.

     

This Week  
Last Week           
Last Year  

Northeast Ohio Average for Self-Service Gasoline

last week from 8.75 million 
barrels per day to 8.76 mil-
lion. Total domestic gasoline 
supply decreased from 215.7 
million barrels to 214.2 mil-
lion. Gasoline production de-
creased last week, averaging 
9.3 million barrels per day.
 At the close of 
Wednesday’s formal trading 
session, West Texas Inter-
mediate fell $5.89 to settle 
at $98.26 a barrel. The EIA 
reports crude oil invento-
ries decreased by 7.9 million 
barrels from the previous 
week. At 445 million barrels, 
U.S. crude oil inventories are 
about 2% below the five-year 

average for this time of year.

 The national average 
for a gallon of regular is four 
cents lower this week at $4.49. 
Even though this week’s aver-
age is cheaper than last week, 
gas prices are still the highest 
they’ve been in four years. 
With gasoline demand on the 
rise and the prolonged closure 
of the Strait of Hormuz, pump 
prices are likely to remain el-
evated as the summer travel 
season gets underway. Today’s 
national average is 40 cents 
more than a month ago and 
$1.32 more than a year ago.
 According to new 
data from the Energy Infor-
mation Administration (EIA), 
gasoline demand increased 

Regular
$4.75 
$4.61
$3.52
$4.49

Gasoline prices rise, and rise again

(07-03-26)
(06-26-26)
(07-04-26)
(07-03-26) National

By VINCE ROBINSON
 
 The threat of rain did noth-
ing to dampen the spirit or energy 
of the 47th Annual Tri-C JazzFest 
in Cleveland over the weekend. 
Thursday’s opening reception saw 
a burst of precipitation that brought 
darkened skies and hail in some 
parts, but the sun burst through and 
festival opener Sheila E and E-Train 
eventually lit up the stage of the 
Ohio Mimi Theatre of Playhouse 
Square.
 Cuyahoga Community 
College President Dr. Michael Bas-
ton exuberantly announced this 
year’s Tri-C Jazz Legends Cindy 
Barber, Dominic Farinacci, Mark 
David Ribbins, Jim Szabo and for-
mer Tri-C Executive Director Terri 
Pontremoli, with video tributes, 
then moved his attention to the one 
and Sheila Escovedo and her band 
of Bay Area mates,
 From there it was on and 
poppin’.
 What followed in the next 
two days was deluge of national 
and local talent onstage indoors 
and outdoors with notables like tap 
dancer Savion Glover outside with 
his band, taps on his toes and his 
feet eventually in front of a seat at 

Tri-C JazzFest begins a new era, come rain or shine

 Ohio received a grade of F in a recent report by 
a pro-public education group measuring each state’s com-
mitment to public education by looking at laws around 
funding and accountability in the privatization of school-
ing. In the 2026 Network for Public Education report, 
Ohio’s overall ranking out of 50 states and the District of 
Columbia was 38th, or the 14th worst. That was an im-
provement compared to the 2024 report, when Ohio was 
42nd, or 10th worst.

By C.M. APPLING

 The experiment known as 
America has been in operation for about 
400 years.  During that time, immigrants 
from every country and nation imagin-
able has crossed the Atlantic or Pacific 
oceans in a noble quest to obtain a chance 
at achieving their capitalistic share of the
‘American Dream.’ That is, except for 
one group.  African-Americans.
 As we all know, African-Amer-
icans were brought here involuntarily to 
be placed in bondage as slaves to cre-
ate the overwhelming, economic wealth 
that the country has long benefited from.  
But, from the time the first, African slave 
landed on the shores in 1619 to our cur-
rent era in 2026, we have had difficulty 
in agreeing on what term we should call 
ourselves as a collective peoples.
 After American slavery was 
abolished, after the Civil War in 1865, 
and after Reconstruction until the 1930s, 
we preferred to call ourselves ‘Colored’.  
Then, in the 1940s and 50s, we changed 
our designation to ‘Negro.’  Later, in 
the 1960s and 70s, we were proud to be 
‘Black.’
 And, since the 1990s, we have 
been ‘African-American.’
 Recently, I read an opinion ar-
ticle online that said that the designation 
‘African-American’ is incorrect and that 
we should call ourselves ‘Black’ again.  

What race should we call ourselves?
The author of this opinion stated 
that since we, as a specific ethnic 
group that created our own culture 
in America that is
different than any group in sub-
Saharan Africa that their culture 
doesn’t match our own.  The writer 
argues that a man or woman from 
Nigeria, or Ghana or Ethiopia, 
etc., who immigrates to the United 
States is an actual, first-generation, 
‘African-American’ while we are 
‘something 
else.’
 I have a problem with 
the viewpoint the writer attempts 
to make.  I believe we should con-
tinue in calling ourselves ‘African-
American’ because ‘Black’ is not a 
culture.  It is a color. 
 While it is true ‘white’ is 
a color also, ‘white’ people distin-
guish themselves by the different 
hair and eye colors they have.  But, 
they also have different, national-
ity ethnicities (like Irish-American, 
Polish-American, Italian-American, 
Jewish-American, etc.) where they
derive their individual cultures and 
heritages.
 ‘Black’ is often inter-
changeable with ‘African-Ameri-
can.’ But, while people from Africa 
are ‘Black’ because of their ebony 
skin complexions, I am not.  I am 
‘beige’.  My sister and my wife are 

‘golden-brown’.  My father is ‘medi-
um-brown’ and my mother is ‘white.’
 These are all colors.  But, 
none of us are ‘Black’.  The ‘One-Drop 
Rule’ from slavery states that anyone 
in the United States with any known, 
African ancestry is considered ‘all-
black.’
 So, while many relatives on 
my mother’s side of the family (includ-
ing my maternal grandfather) looked 
‘white’ with different hair and eye col-
ors, they were not ‘Caucasian’ because 
they did not accept a European iden-
tity.  They chose to be ‘Colored’ and 
not pass-for-white.
 Because of my appearance, 
I am constantly mistaken for Latino 
or Asian.  And, while I do not have 
a problem with this, both white and 
black people seem confused when I 
assert my African-American identity.  
Although I am well-versed in African-
American history and am articulate 
and intellectual, I find myself consid-
ered ‘not black enough’ because I do 
not use a lot of slang or know a lot of 
rap/hip-hop music.
 However, I have come to re-
alize that this is a problem with many, 
ethnic groups, not just African-Amer-
icans.  For instance, there are some 
white people with red hair and green 
or blue eyes who are Italian-American 
or Jewish-American but are often mis-

taken for Irish-American or Scottish-
American.  And, there are some white 
people who have black hair and brown 
eyes who are Irish-American or Scot-
tish-American but are mistaken for 
Italian-American or Jewish-American.
 Being ‘American’ is many 
things to many, different people.  And, 
while white, Republican conservatives 
and right-wing extremists want to 
claim the country only for themselves 
as ‘true patriots’, being American is a 
heritage and culture all can call their 
own.
 This is why I believe ‘Afri-
can-American’ is still the best designa-
tion.  Calling ourselves the ‘African’ 
part honors and relates to our roots as a 
people, even if we do not practice any 
of those native customs or rituals.  But, 
the ‘American’ part is that which hon-
ors our unique history in this society 
and in the world itself.  It involves the 
slavery, the evolution of jazz, gospel, 
soul food, the Harlem Renaissance, 
rock & roll, the civil rights movement, 
R&B and hip-hop. 
 As we celebrate America’s 
250th anniversary this Fourth of July, 
let us remember that it doesn’t matter 
what we call ourselves.  But, I definite-
ly think the term ‘African-American’ 
is the best overall to describe our per-
sonal, ethnic experience. 

 Ron Carter, the most recorded bassist of all time, performed on 
the Hanna Stage to a rapt audience who witnessed one of the greatest 
performances in the history of the jazz festival.(ESDN Photo by Vince 
Robinson)

the drums. He sang of injustice and 
the plight of a people hungry for 
freedom in explicit terms. Nods on 
heads in the crowd in front of him 
under a $3 million-dollar chandelier 
affirmed his sentiments as beats from 
the djembe drum of Weedie Brai-
hmah shattered the early evening air.
 This festival was the first 
with its new Executive Director Or-
lando Watson at the helm. He was 
on the receiving end of a proclama-
tion for Cleveland City Councilman 
Blaine Griffin, who noted Watson re-
turned to Cleveland from Pittsburgh 
where he programmed the Pittsburgh 
Jazz festival for three years. While 
speaking from the heart upon ac-
cepting his proclamation, Watson re-
vealed he turned down a job in Cali-
fornia when he found out about the 
opportunity in his hometown where 
he grew up on 140th and Glen-
dale. 
 He said, “I studied with all 
the Cleveland greats, all the Cleve-
land legends. Robert Hubbard, Ernie 
Krivda, Steve Enos, everybody. And 
it was important to come back to my 
city, invest in my city with my vi-
sion and our resources that we have 
here.”
 That vision placed Cleve-
land artists on indoor stages, includ-

ing Hubbard, who opened with his full 
band for another Clevelander, Grammy 
Award-winning vocalist Durand Ber-
narr. Hubb’s Groove paid tribute to 
another Cleveland icon, Levert, with a 
musical journey of hit after hit by the 
group and its associated musical part-
ner the Rude Boys, with Joey “Beans” 
Little gracing the stage to sing their 
chart-topping It’s Written All Over 
Your Face.
 Cleveland Mayor Justin Bibb 
presented native son Durand Bernarr 
with a proclamation that made Friday, 
July 25th Durand Bernarr Day to ac-
cent the abundant Cleveland storyline.
 Also onstage in the Hanna 

Theatre was Clevelander Laurin 
Talese, happy to come back to her 
hometown after spending her time 
blossoming her career in other 
places.
 Described as “jazz ad-
jacent,” many of the acts in this 
year’s festival did not conform to 
standard ideas about what jazz is, 
but the concept was clear that en-
gaging folks around the city and 
from other locations was kept in 
mind.
 And for the purists, there 
was gem that shined like the fin-
est cut stone the eye could behold. 
Ron Carter, the most recorded 

bassist of all time, performed on the 
Hanna Stage to a rapt audience who 
witnessed one of the greatest per-
formances in the history of the jazz 
festival (subjective opinion by this 
reviewer who has seen many) with 
an inspired set of standards. 
 Short on conversation, the 
immaculately dressed elder states-
man of the genre brought intricate 
arrangements co-articulated by pia-
nist Rene Rosnes, drummer Payton 
Crossley and saxophonist Jimmy 
Greene.
 For the smooth jazz heads, 
Spyro Gyra came with the appropri-
ate flavoring for the occasion. If one 
had a taste for funk-infused, folk-ish 
vocal with a splash of vibrant color, 
there was MonoNeon, replete with 
an orange knitted headpiece that re-
vealed only eyes and mouth.
 And to really stretch the 
boundaries of adjacency, the Ohio 
Players closed out the festival with 
their trip down memory lane. 
 Although their association 
has been largely labeled funk from 
Dayton, Ohio in the company of 

bands like Zapp, Heatwave, Slave 
and nearby Bootsy Collins, some 
may be aware that the Players were 
instrumentalists who recorded their 
jam sessions with out lyrics and 
penned them as an afterthought with 
a single word that expanded into 
lyrical concept like Fire, Pain, Skin 
Tight and other hits they became 
known for.
 James “Diamond” Wil-
liams, one of two remaining mem-
bers of the original group asked the 
audience how many years the festi-
val had been around, found out and 
asked the question, “You mean it 
took you 47 years to invite us to this 
festival.?”
 He and the other member, 
keyboardist Billy Beck, were given 
a special award by Watson at the be-
ginning of the show. 
 It was a very touching mo-
ment for them and Watson, who ful-
filled his dream turning the ship in 
a new direction, one he hopes will 
eventually be a free festival.
 Let’s hope that dream be-
comes a reality.

 The 47th Annual Tri-C JazzFest in Cleveland opened over the week-
end. Thursday’s opening reception lit up the stage of the Ohio Mimi Theatre of 
Playhouse Square. (ESDN Photo by Vince Robinson)

 The 47th Annual Tri-C JazzFest was held on the stage of the 
Ohio Mimi Theatre of Playhouse Square on Thursday. Sheila E and E-
Train opned the festival. (ESDN Photo by Vince Robinson)

 Grammy Award-winning vocalist Durand Bernarr paid tribute to 
Cleveland icon, Levert, with a musical journey of hit after hit by the group 
and its associated musical partner the Rude Boys, with Joey “Beans” Little 
gracing the stage to sing their chart-topping It’s Written All Over Your Face. 
(ESDN Photo by Vince Robinson)
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 United Way of 
Greater Cleveland today 
announced four Greater 
Cleveland leaders, Michele 
Connell, Paul Dolan, Neal 
Restivo and Vanessa Whit-
ing, will serve as its 2026-
2027 Campaign Co-Chairs, 
helping lead a region-wide 
effort focused on the hard-
working Greater Cleveland 
ers that our local businesses 
count on every day— peo-
ple who are employed but 
still can't afford the basics.
 The four highly re-
spected leaders bring deep 
experience from some of 
the region's most respect-
ed organizations. Connell 
serves as Global Managing 
Partner, US LLP at Squire 
Patton Boggs; Dolan is 
Chairman and CEO of the 
Cleveland Guardians; Resti-

United Way of Cleveland  names new leadership
vo is Chief Executive Officer 
of Oatey Co.; and Whiting is 
President and CEO of A.E.S. 
Management Corporation.
 Their leadership 
comes at an important mo-
ment for Greater Cleveland. 
United Way's recently re-
leased ALICE Report found 
that 41% of Cuyahoga Coun-
ty households, or 227,000 
local families, continue to 
struggle to make ends meet, 
even as poverty has de-
clined and employment has 
increased. ALICE, which 
stands for Asset Limited, 
Income Constrained, Em-
ployed, refers to households 
that earn above the federal 
poverty level but still can-
not consistently afford basic 
necessities. The report high-
lights a growing gap between 
wages and the cost of living, 

leaving many working fami-
lies struggling to afford es-
sentials.
 Our latest ALICE 
data tells us that more peo-
ple are working, but many 
working families are still 
falling behind. Too often, the 
people working the hardest 
are the greatest at risk. That 
tells us that work is no longer 
enough,” said Sharon Sobol 
Jordan, President and CEO 
of United Way of Greater 
Cleveland. “These findings 
are exactly why our United 
Way is focused on upward 
mobility and explain why 
demand for our work con-
tinues to grow. Thousands of 
hardworking Greater Cleve-
landers are reaching out to 
us for help. In fact, 2 out 
of 3 callers to United Way 
211 are working. That's why 
this campaign matters — to 

make sure our United Way 
is here for the hardwork-
ing people who keep our 
lives, our businesses, and 
our economy running every 
day.”
 As Campaign Co-
Chairs, Connell, Dolan, 
Restivo and Whiting will 
help engage businesses, em-
ployees, donors, volunteers 
and community leaders in 
support of United Way's an-
nual campaign. 
 Through the cam-
paign, United Way con-
nects residents to immedi-
ate support through United 
Way 211 while investing in 
practical solutions that help 
keep working people work-
ing, strengthen housing sta-
bility and childcare access, 
advance workforce opportu-
nities, and create pathways 
to financial security and up-
ward mobility. 

Weekly Wealth For Your Health

Diabetics should see doctor about eye health care
 According to 
the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention, more than 
one in 10 Americans 
can expect to be di-
agnosed with diabe-
tes. If you or someone 
you care about is ever 
among them, you may 
be surprised to learn 
that one of the most 
important ways your 
doctor can help detect 
the condition is with 
an eye exam. 
 That’s because 
a serious complication 
of diabetes is diabetic 
retinopathy. The dis-
ease causes damage to 
the blood vessels in the 
back of the eye. It can 
affect up to 80 percent 
of patients living with 
diabetes and is the 
leading cause of blind-
ness amongst working 
age adults. It can af-
fect up to 80 percent of 
people with diabetes. 
Diabetic retinopathy 
has no early warning 
signs, and symptoms 
such as blurred vision 
do not occur until dia-
betic retinopathy is in 
an advanced state.
 F o r t u n a t e l y, 
early detection and 
timely treatment can 
reduce the risk of vi-
sion loss due to dia-
betic retinopathy by 
95%. Primary Care 
physicians now have 
access to a simple 
and affordable solu-
tion called the Welch 
Allyn® RetinaVue® 
Care delivery model, 
available from Henry 
Schein. The RetinaVue 
care delivery model is 
a turnkey solution that 
consists of three core 
components, includ-
ing the RetinaVue 700 
Imager, RetinaVue 
Network software for 
secure transfer of pa-
tient images and Pro-
fessional Medical Ser-
vices to analyze and 
diagnose patient im-
ages and networks the 
doctors already have. 
The imager’s ease of 
use and lightweight, 
portable design make 
it well-suited for use 
across clinics, at the 

bedside or even in the 
home. In a fast and 
non-invasive proce-
dure, your primary 
care physician can 
take a photo of your 
retina and send it to 
an ophthalmologist 
to analyze the blood 
vessels there. Thanks 
to this technology, 
you won’t even need 
to leave the doctor’s 
office and may not 
need to make another 
appointment with the 
ophthalmologist, al-
though doctors do rec-
ommend that anyone 
living with diabetes 
get an annual retinal 
exam. 
 M a n a g i n g 
your diabetes is the 
best way to lower 
your risk of diabetic 
retinopathy, advises 
the National Insti-
tutes of Health. That 
means keeping your 
blood sugar levels in a 

healthy range. You can 
do this by:
 Getting regular 
physical activity, 
 Eating healthy 
 Carefully fol-
lowing your doctor’s 
instructions about tak-
ing insulin or other 
diabetes medicines.  
 Treatments in-
clude injections of 
drugs that can slow or 
even reverse the dam-
age; laser treatment to 
shrink retinal blood 
vessels; and a type of 
eye surgery called vit-
rectomy that replaces 
the vitreous humor 
with another clear flu-
id. 
 For further 
facts on diabetic reti-
nopathy, you can visit 
the National Institutes 
of Health at www.nei.
nih.gov/learn-about-
eye-health/eye-con-
ditions-and-diseases/
diabetic-retinopathy. 

 Managing your diabetes is the best way to lower your 
risk of diabetic retinopathy, advises the National Institutes of 
Health. That means keeping your blood sugar levels in a healthy 
range.

 (NAPSI)—If you’re 
like many people, you may 
be curious about crypto. From 
crypto direct deposits and 
debit cards to decentralized 
saving and lending and cross-
border payments, the crypto-
economy is rapidly challeng-
ing many of the core ideas 
around what money is and 
how it can be put to work. As 
cryptocurrency grows in pop-
ularity and use cases, you may 
have questions about how this 
digital currency works—and 
how secure your personal in-
formation and finances will 
be. Read on for answers to 
some common questions 
about crypto safety and secu-
rity.
 How can I be sure 
that my crypto transactions 
will be secure?
 When you make a 
cryptocurrency transaction, 
a record of that transaction is 
documented via a secure, de-
centralized database known 

as a blockchain. Blockchain 
technology essentially creates 
a transparent public ledger 
where all crypto transactions 
are permanently recorded and 
published, and can be exam-
ined and verified—but cannot 
be edited. 
 Although publicly 
recorded crypto transactions 
do include specifics, the coded 
information on the blockchain 
ledger does not include the 
name or personal information 
of the people involved; this 
helps keep your identity and 
privacy safe. 
 Essentially, the de-
centralized nature of the block-
chain technology that crypto-
currency is built upon means 
that crypto is difficult to hack; 
transactions cannot be manipu-
lated, and your personal infor-
mation will stay private and 
safe.
 Still, it is important 
that you take precautions as a 
crypto user to help keep your 

information and transactions 
secure. Using a trusted cryp-
tocurrency exchange such as 
Coinbase to buy, sell, transfer 
and store your crypto is one im-
portant way to help protect and 
secure your assets. 
 Will my personal in-
formation be easy to find and 
steal?
 One of the benefits of 
using cryptocurrency is that you 
don’t need to provide personal 
information such as your name 
or address every time you make 
a blockchain transaction. In-
stead, you use something called 
a “public key” that helps iden-
tify you, while still keeping your 
personal information pseudony-
mous. That means there is less 
risk of your identity or financial 
information being stolen or com-
promised. 
 Keep in mind that to 
buy and sell crypto on an ex-
change such as Coinbase, you 
do need to provide informa-
tion including your name, birth 
date and address to help comply 
with legal mandates and to help 
protect you against fraud. This 
personal data, however, is not 
shared on the blockchain when 
you make a transaction.
 It’s important to un-
derstand that the crypto exchang-
es used to access the blockchain 
have varying practices (and 
track records), when it comes 
to security. When selecting an 
exchange, choose one that uses 
best-in-class security practices, 
takes multiple steps to help en-
sure your account is safeguarded 
and offers educational resources 
to help you protect your assets. 
 Through our dedicated 

Crypto currency security questions to ask
approach to security, Coinbase 
has never, to date, experienced 
a breach of our cryptocurrency 
storage systems. As the larg-
est US-based cryptocurrency 
trading platform, Coinbase is 
currently trusted by approxi-
mately 98 million verified users, 
13,000 institutions, and 230,000 
ecosystem partners in over 100 
countries. They trust Coinbase 
to easily and securely invest, 
spend, save, earn, and use cryp-
to. The company is based on the 
radical idea that anyone, any-
where, should be able to easily 
and securely send and receive 
Bitcoin. It offers a trusted and 
easy-to-use platform for access-
ing the broader cryptoeconomy.
 What steps should I 
take to protect my identity and 
digital assets? 
 Just as with any other 
digital account, it’s extremely 
important to take steps to protect 
and secure your personal infor-
mation.
 Do your due diligence 
on setting up a cryptocurrency 
wallet and take actionable steps 
to secure it. I recommend always 
using strong, random passwords 
that are unique to each of your 
accounts (tools such as LastPass 
or 1Password are great for creat-
ing and securely storing strong 
passwords for all of your digital 
accounts). It’s also important to 
use two-factor authentication 
wherever possible, ensuring 
that the email address you use 
for communications about your 
cryptocurrency account is se-
cure. Also, stay alert and aware 
of any scam and phishing at-
tempts. 
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Call (216) 721-1674

"ISLAM IN THE COMMUNITY"

For questions or more information on ISLAM contact:
Imam Mutawaf  Shaheed

216-331-5868
email: masjidalmumin@yahoo.com

In the name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful

Masjid Al-Mumin/ Islamic Revivalist Movement
2690 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Cleveland, Ohio 44104

Letters To The Editor
Submit to:

esdn1@yahoo.com

Junie’s Affordable Transportation
Cash, Money Orders, NO Checks Please!
Make Money Orders Payable To:  Robert Williams Jr.
Pick Up Location: 10210 Woodland Avenue (Rear)
Cleveland, Ohio 44104
Every Monday
Grafton Correction........... $40.00
Morning Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 11:00 a.m.
Afternoon Visit Time 12:00 p.m. To 3:00 p.m.        NO Refunds
                                                                 Money Must Be In A Week
                                                                 In Advance NO Exceptions 
Every Wednesday
Richland Correction..........$50.00
Visit Time 7:30 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.
Richland Correction Goes by Odd Number Day Visit Or Even Number
Day Visit You Could Contact Richland Correction For That
Information Or You Could Also Contact:
Junie’s Affordable Transportation
Every Friday
Mansfield Correction..........$50.00
Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 2:00 p.m.
Saturday Reservations Only
Marion Correction..........$60.00
Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.

Children Under 12 Years Of Age Ride Half Price
Proof Of Childs Age Is Required

For Information Contact: Junie: (216) 795-1705 Or (216) 269-6636

For All Your Printing - Call: (216) 721-1674
Business Cards - Flyers
Pamphlets - Brochures

Wedding Invitations
Calendars - Obituaries

Religious Literature
We Design And Typeset Your 

Material Professionally

REPUBLIC A-1
AUTO PARTS

Quality In Used Car Parts

Complete Line of 
Foreign And Domestic Parts

Used & Rebuilt
Auto Parts For Sale

3210 East 65th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44127

(216) 271-3000
(216) 271-4200

By Dr. JAMES L. SNYDER

 Throughout my time 
on this planet, I have gotten 
into many pickle situations 
that I could not escape. Each 
pickle was different from the 
last, which made dealing with 
them quite a problem for me.
  In reviewing my life, 
I must confess that the biggest 
pickle situations started upon 
my marriage to The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage. I 
do not see a connection, but I 
won’t rule it out.
 It was the latest pick-
le I got into that I am most con-
cerned about.
 Last week The Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parson-
age was ready to go to Publix 
for grocery shopping. As she 
went out the door, she looked 
back at me and said, “Is there 
anything you want me to get at 
Publix?”
 Immediately, I re-
sponded by saying, “Yes, my 
dear. I sure would like an Ap-
ple Fritter.”
 Stopping in her 
tracks, she looked back at me 
and said, “Just keep dreaming, 
that will never happen in a mil-
lion years.”
 I knew how she 
would respond, but I could not 
help but respond anyway. Her 
questions always put me in a 
playful pickle, and I could not 

resist the fun of it.
 As she closed the 
front door, I could hear her 
laughing hysterically, and 
I kinda knew why she was 
laughing.
 I certainly was not 
going to hope for an Apple 
Fritter that day. I enjoy an 
Apple Fritter every once in a 
while when I can get it behind 
The Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage’s back. She does 
not like it, but I love it. On the 
other hand, she loves broccoli, 
and I hate broccoli  
 That is the only dif-
ference we have between our-
selves.
 Getting back to work 
in my office, I forgot about the 
Apple Fritter incident. Yes, 
every once in a while, I would 
think about an Apple Fritter, 
but I knew that was beyond 
me. The only way I can get an 
Apple Fritter is to sneak be-
hind her back and not let her 
see me.
 Don’t let her know 
this, but every year she, her 
daughter, and her granddaugh-
ter go to St. Augustine for a 
week. They have been doing 
that for at least 20 years. It is 
during that week that I find 
myself enjoying an Apple Frit-
ter. The last time I did it, I for-
got to throw away the receipt, 
and it was on the counter. 
When she got back, the first  

thing she found was the receipt 
for my Apple Fritters. I need to 
learn my lesson from that.
 I let that go to the 
back of my mind and focused 
on the project I was working 
on.
 In a few hours, I 
heard the front door open and 
remembered that The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage was 
out shopping. She had returned 
and was coming into the kitch-
en with all her grocery bags.

 

Then I heard something I had 
never dreamed of hearing in 
my life. As she was putting the 
groceries away in the kitchen, 
she yelled back to me, “Honey, 
I got your Apple Fritter.”
 When I heard that, 
I laughed to myself and said, 
“I’m not falling for this trick 
this time.”
 Then she walked into 
my office, and in her hand was 
the Apple Fritter. “Here’s the 
Apple Fritter you wanted. I’ll 
put it out in the kitchen for you 
to have later.” Then she went 
back to the kitchen. 
 I was in a pickle and 
did not quite know what to do. 
I knew this was a trick, but I 
did not quite understand its di-
mensions. No way would she 
buy me an Apple Fritter. There 
had to be something attached 
to it, and I had to find out what 
it was.
 Being in a pickle like 
this is not something I yearn 
for at any time of year. What 
I had to do was figure out what 
to do at this point. Why did she 
get me an Apple Fritter? There 
is something behind this, and I 
have been working to figure it 
out.
 Later on, I went out 
to the kitchen to get a cup of 
coffee, and there was the Apple 
Fritter. The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage said, “You 
can have your Apple Fritter 
now with your coffee.” Then 
she smiled at me, a very sus-
picious smile that I could not 
quite explain.
 Of course, I am going 
to eat the Apple Fritter. But I’m 
also going to keep in mind that 
this Apple Fritter has me in a 
coil  I can’t explain. Do not get 
me wrong, I enjoyed eating ev-
ery bite of that Apple Fritter.
 I do not know when I 
will figure it out, but my eyes 
and my ears are open. Ev-
ery day, I am going to keep a 
lookout for what is behind this 
Apple Fritter pickle.
 As I reflected on this 
recent pickle, I was reminded 
of a verse in the Bible.
 If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, 
that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not; and it shall 
be given him” (James 1:5).
 It is not easy for me to 
acknowledge my “lack of wis-
dom,” but when I do, I begin 
the path to finding the wisdom 
I need at that time. Whether I 
can fix the pickle I’m in now 
is worth trying. It might also 
help me get ready for the next 
pickle I have to face.

 

How to Get Out Of A Pickle!
A Look At My World

 Israel’s defence 
minister said Wednesday that 
Israeli forces would remain 
in so-called security zones 
established in Lebanon, Syr-
ia and Gaza “until further no-
tice.”
 “The IDF will re-
main in the security zones 
in Lebanon, Syria and 
Gaza until further notice, 
in order to protect Israel’s 
residents and communi-
ties from jihadist terrorists,” 
Israel Katz said, accord-
ing to the defence ministry. 
 “We will not with-
draw from the security 

‘We will not withdraw’: Israel says troops will stay in Lebanon, Syria and Gaza security zones  
zones,” Katz said at a func-
tion held in honour of Is-
raeli soldiers killed during 
the 2006 war in Lebanon. 
 Katz also reiter-
ated an earlier warning to 
Iran, saying the Islamic re-
public would be struck with 
“full force” if it attacked... 
 Israel and Leba-
non signed a US-sponsored 
framework agreement on 
Friday to pave the way for 
peace between the two coun-
tries and disarm Iran-backed 
militant group Hezbollah. 
 Israeli officials, 
including Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu, have 
repeatedly ruled out with-
drawing troops from south-
ern Lebanon, where Israeli 
forces continue to clash 
with Hezbollah fighters. 
 
They maintain that any troop 
withdrawal would happen 
only after Hezbollah has been 
disarmed across Lebanon. 
 
Hezbollah drew Lebanon 
into the Middle East war in 
early March with rocket fire 
aimed at Israel to avenge 
the killing of Iran’s supreme 
leader in US-Israeli strikes. 

 Israeli attacks killed 
at least four Palestinians, in-
cluding a 13-year-old girl, 
and wounded several others 
in the Gaza Strip, as Israel 
continued its assault on the 
enclave and expanded raids 
across the occupied West 
Bank.
 Palestinian news 
agency Wafa reported on 
Sunday that an Israeli drone 
struck the al-Salatin area, 
west of Beit Lahiya in north-
ern Gaza, killing at least two 
people and wounding at least 
one more.
 In southern Gaza, 
Israeli forces bombed a tent 
sheltering displaced Palestin-
ians in Khan Younis. Israeli 
warplanes fired a missile at 
the tent, wounding several 
people who were taken to 
hospital.
 Medical staff at 
Nasser Medical Complex 
said they received the body 
of one unidentified man after 
the attack.
 They said that in a 
separate incident, 13-year 
old Eileen al-Farra was killed 
by shrapnel from Israeli tank 
shelling, also in southern 
Gaza.
 The International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) said it helped trans-
fer 14 Palestinians held cap-
tive by Israel from the Ker-
em Abu Salem crossing to 
Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in 
central Gaza. It also helped 
them to contact and reunite 
with their families.
 The ICRC said it 
has facilitated the transfer 
of more than 2,500 released 
detainees since 2023 through 
the same mechanism.
 But the organisation 
said Israel had not allowed it 
to access Palestinian detain-
ees held in Israeli detention 
centres since October 2023.
 It said authorities 
must disclose the fate and 
whereabouts of all detainees, 
allow visits, and ensure they 
can communicate with their 
families.
 Al Jazeera’s Tareq 
Abu Azzoum, reporting from 
Gaza City, said: “Israel has 
intensified its air strikes on 
Saturday, mainly targeting 
makeshift tents, specifically 
in Gaza City and the al-Ma-
wasi area, which has been 
designated as a safe zone un-
der the talks and the map of 
the ceasefire agreement that 
was reached last year.”
 “These attacks have 
been accompanied by an ex-
pansion of Israel’s ground 
activities in eastern portions 
of Gaza City, with Israeli 
forces expanding the space 
of the yellow demarcation 
line.”
 Senior Lebanese 
official slams US-brokered 
deal with Israel, warns of di-
visions of Israeli troops face 
resistance from residents as 
they push into a town in Syr-
ia

 Gaza’s Health Min-
istry said Israel’s genocide in 
the enclave has now killed at 
least 73,054 Palestinians and 
wounded 173,480 since Oc-
tober 7, 2023.
 Hospitals received 
three bodies and treated 43 
wounded people over the 
past 24 hours, the ministry 
added.
 In occupied East Je-
rusalem, 110 Israeli settlers 
stormed the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
under heavy Israeli police 
protection, according to the 
Islamic Waqf Department.
 The Waqf said set-
tlers entered through the 
Mughrabi Gate, toured the 
courtyards and performed 
provocative rituals in the 
eastern area of the com-
pound.
 Israeli police im-
posed tight restrictions on 
Palestinian worshippers, ha-
rassed them, blocked some 
from entering and confiscat-
ed identity cards at external 
gates.
 In Hebron, Israeli 
forces prevented the call 
to prayer at the Ibrahimi 
Mosque for the eighth con-
secutive day.
 Munjid al-Ja’bari, 
the mosque’s director, said 
Israeli forces had blocked the 
call to prayer at all times over 
the past eight days, Wafa re-
ported. He said the restric-
tions aimed to tighten Israeli 
control over the mosque and 
empty it of worshippers.
 Israeli forces also 
shot a young Palestinian man 
in the foot with live ammuni-
tion during a raid on Qalandi-
ya camp, north of occupied 
Jerusalem, and arrested two 
others.
 In Bethlehem gov-
ernorate, Israeli forces ar-
rested two young men af-
ter raiding Beit Sahour and 
searching a family home.
 In Nablus, Israeli 
forces arrested 11 Pales-
tinians after storming and 
searching homes in several 
areas. They also raided Se-
bastia, northwest of Nablus, 
arrested two Palestinians, 
including journalist Anas al-
Hawari, and destroyed a ve-
hicle.
 Palestinian groups 
warned that Israel is esca-
lating its attacks on medical 
workers and civil society or-
ganisations.
 The Palestinian 
NGO Network called for 
international pressure to se-
cure the release of detained 
doctors, including Mazen 
al-Rantisi, Khaled Ayash and 
Hussam Abu Safia.
 The Commission 
of Detainees and Ex-Detain-
ees Affairs said Palestinian 
women held in Damon prison 
face harsh conditions and de-
privation of basic rights.
 It said prisoner 
Lina Muhammad Wazwaz, a 
teacher and mother of four, 
suffered severe pain from 

tight handcuffs after her ar-
rest and later sustained a fa-
cial injury during a prison 
raid.
 The first strike tar-
geted a group of people in 
northern Gaza’s Beit Lahiya, 
killing two and wounding an-
other, according to the Pales-
tinian Red Crescent Society.
 Another Israeli 
strike in southern Gaza killed 
a man, according to health of-
ficials at Nasser hospital.
 And the 13-year-
old girl, Eileen al-Farra, was 
killed by shrapnel from Is-
raeli tank shelling in southern 
Gaza, according to Nasser 
hospital.
 The Israeli military 
did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment on 
the strikes but said one of 
them targeted a “Hamas ter-
rorist,” without elaborating.
 Palestinians on 
Sunday reported heavy tank 
shelling across Gaza and 
quadcopters — a type of 
unmanned aerial vehicle — 
buzzing overhead.
 The heaviest fight-
ing in Gaza has eased after 
a fragile ceasefire deal was 

reached in October between 
Israel and the Hamas militant 
group, but Palestinians con-
tinue to report new casual-
ties almost daily. Israel says 
it targets Hamas and other 
militants who pose a threat 
and in response to ceasefire 
violations.
 Israel has killed 
more than 1,040 people in 
Gaza since the ceasefire went 
into effect, according to Ga-
za’s Health Ministry, part of 
the Hamas-led government.
 The ministry main-
tains detailed casualty re-
cords that are seen as gen-
erally reliable by United 
Nations agencies and inde-
pendent experts. 
 It does not distin-
guish between civilians and 
militants but says women 
and children make up around 
half of all deaths.

 A Palestinian nurse carries an injured child at Nasser 
Hospital in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, following a 
reported Israeli strike on a displacement camp in al-Mawasi, on 
June 27, 2026

 Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike in Deir al-
Balah, central Gaza Strip, Saturday, June 27, 2026. (AP 
Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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Tuesday, June 30, 2026 to Friday, July 3, 202617-year-old Mexico star in World Cup
 “Gilberto Mora, 17, started against Czechia and made 
men’s World Cup history. Pelé was the first World Cup 
player under age 18 when he debuted for Brazil in 1958,” 
The Associated Press relayed. “The youngest in World 
Cup history was Norman Whiteside of Northern Ireland, 
who played in 1982 at 17 years, 41 days. Mora is the 
first 17-year-old to see World Cup action since Femi Op-
abunmi and Bartholomew Ogbeche for Nigeria in 2002.” 

  ClevelandPickleball.com Classic 2026 - 
Registration is now OPEN! Saturday, August 8, 
at  38575 Lakeshore Blvd, Osborne Park, Wil-
loughby.$55/player and includes one event Mens / 
Womens / Mixed This is the 5th annual Cleveland-
Pickleball.com CLASSIC tournament!  Bringing 
together the best of Northeast Ohio Pickleballers! 
https://app.pickleballden.com/external-tourna-
ment/1307841

 Pickleball Classic to be held

Guardians Play ChiSox for 1st Place over 4th of July
By KARL BRYANT

 At Press Time, 
the Guardians are just 
one game out of 1st 
Place in the AL Central. 
They will be hosting the 
frontrunning White Sox 
in a big four game series 
over 4th of July Week-
end.
      They started the cur-
rent 10-game Homes-
tand playing Seattle, and 
opened with a loss, but 
won the final two games 
of that series, 4-3 and 
6-5, to move to a 14-14 
record in one-run games 
on the season. (They 
finished 4-2 against the 
Mariners on the year.) 
The Guardians then lost 
the first two games of 
the next set against Tex-
as, but at Press Time, 
captured the series fi-
nale, 9-4, in a Daytime 
Getaway Game.
     The nine runs were 
a bounty for a team 
that plays as many low-
scoring, one-run games 
as the Guardians. Joey 
Cantillo (7-3) was the 
recipient of the offen-
sive largesse and in fact, 
similarly was gifted in 
his prior “W,” an 8-1 
victory, back on June 20. 
In between though, was 
a No Decision in a tough 
3-1 loss to the Mariners 
last Friday. That day, 
he’d struck out nine, just 
like he did in the 8-1 win 
in his previous outing, 
but his teammates could 
only muster one run. 
He’d allowed one run 
(on a HR) and just two 
hits. Reliever Tim Her-
rin (0-3) took the “L” in 
that one.
     But, in the game com-
pleted at Press Time, 
CLE scored five times 
in the 2nd Inning and 
never was headed. They 
were busy playing a ver-
sion of “Guards Ball,” as 
Austin Hedges got down 
a Sacrifice Bunt on the 
Squeeze Play to score 
Brayan Rocchio. (Yea! 

A Bunt.) Gabriel Arias 
next scored on a Wild 
Pitch. Suddenly, the full 
Sun sky lit up as David 
Fry clobbered a 3-Run 
HR. A 5-0 lead! Can you 
believe it?!
     Cantillo, who struck 
out four, was removed 
while leading 5-1, after 
giving up a walk to lead 
off the 6th Inning. The 
Rangers scored twice in 
the frame. He ended up 
being charged with one 
of the runs. Back on June 
7, he’d given up seven 
runs to the Rangers in a 
10-0 loss, so, all in all, a 
much better outing.
     With the score, 5-3, 
Steven Kwan led off the 
7th Inning with a triple 
that bounced around 
the LF fence, and if 
he would have been 
given the “Go” sign at 
3B, surely would have 
scored on an Inside-the-
Park HR. Chase De-
Lauter, who recently had 
been welcomed back 
into the lineup from the 
IL, singled him home. 
     DeLauter stole 2B, 
was Wild Pitched to 3B 
by Winston Santos, and 
scored on another Wild 
Pitch. The Progressive 
Field Grounds Crew 
then was summoned by 
the Rangers for some 
landscaping of the pitch-
ers mound. Mind you, 
Santos - sporting a 9.00 
ERA - is not to be mis-
taken for Sandy Kaufax  
perusing an odd blemish 
on the hill, but the Umps 
humored him anyway.
     Then in the 8th Inning, 
Hedges, the man who’d 

 War on the Shore XXIII Pro-AM boxing show will be held 

on July 11 at 4:00 p.m. at the Lasalle Theater, 823 E. 185th Street, 

For information, contact Bryan Gedeon at 216-956-1362.

worked the Squeeze 
Play earlier, flexed some 
muscle as he powered a 
2-Run HR over the LF 
wall. Cantillo and five 
relievers combined for 
the 9-4 win.
       The nine-run ex-
plosion was a welcome 
sight for the fans, who 
have been watching the 
Guardians struggle to 
score runs. Ned com-
mented, “I can’t believe 
they got that five-spot 
in the 2nd Inning. That 
must’ve made Cantillo 
feel pretty good to get 
that kind of early sup-
port.” Kelly, with three 
daughters in tow, re-
marked, “We’re having 
a pretty good time today. 
We have some wiggle 
room with a lead, so 
we’ve been able to do 
some fun things with the 
girls, and not be hold-

 

ing our breath on every 
pitch.”
      Robert, who’s seen 
his share of games over 
the years, noted, “At 
least we were able to en-
joy the game in this un-
bearable heat. They have 
to do more with having 
water available to fans, 

Mason to face Bell
 Abdullah Mason’s 
Cleveland homecoming will 
now come with an all-Ohio 
twist.
 After former world 
champion Joe Cordina was 
forced to withdraw due to a 
visa issue, unbeaten Toledo 
native and WBO No. 6-ranked 
contender Albert Bell has 
stepped in to challenge Ma-
son for the WBO lightweight 
world title on Saturday, July 
4, at Cleveland State Univer-
sity’s Wolstein Center.
  Mason-Bell head-
lines TNT Sports and DAZN’s 
inaugural The Fight event, 
a new monthly live boxing 
series, and will be broadcast 
co-exclusively in the U.S. on 
TNT, truTV and DAZN and 
worldwide on DAZN.  
  The Mason-Bell, 
Bruce Carrington-Rene Pa-
lacios, Tiger Johnson-Chris-
topher Guerrero and Scooter 
Davis-Carlos Ramos fights 
will be broadcast LIVE begin-
ning at 8 p.m. ET/5 p.m. PT.
  Promoted by Top 
Rank, in association with 
Pulse Boxing and TGB Pro-

motions, tickets are on sale 
via Ticketmaster.com. 
  Mason said, “New 
opponent, same mission. 
Much respect to Albert Bell 
for stepping in. Everyone, 
show up to the Wolstein for 
my title defense. Appetite for 
smoke!”
  Bell said, “The op-
portunity was presented, I said 
yes. If you know my story, it’s 
been a long road.”
 Mason (20-0, 17 
KOs) completed one of box-
ing’s fastest recent climbs last 
November, dominating previ-
ously unbeaten Sam Noakes 
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, to 
become a world champion 
less than five months shy of 
his 22nd birthday. Mason 
turned pro at 17 in 2021 fol-
lowing an amateur career of 
approximately 80 fights and 
surged into title contention in 
2025 with three consecutive 
stoppages. He opened the year 
with a fourth-round knockout 
of Manuel Jaimes in Febru-
ary, stopped Carlos Ornelas in 
the sixth round in April, and 
blasted out Namibian veteran 
Jeremia Nakathila in the fifth 
round in June before the No-
akes win.
 Bell (28-0, 9 KOs) 
was scheduled to face Cuban 
Olympic gold medalist Andy 

               Bell               Mason

       MASON VS. BELL

     Billboards promoting the Abdullah Mason fight in 
Cleveland are posted throughout the city promoting the fight be-
tween Mason and Albert Bell on July 4 at the Wolstein Center. This 
billboard was located at E. 96th and Woodland Ave.

Cruz in an IBF lightweight 
world title final eliminator on 
July 18 in Carson, California. 
Instead, the unbeaten Ohioan 
now gets his first world title 
opportunity two weeks earlier 
against Mason. The 33-year-
old returns following a 
10-round unanimous decision 
over Keith Hunter last August 
in his hometown.
 The Fight  is a new 
monthly boxing series from 
TNT Sports and DAZN, built 
to deliver the sport’s biggest 
matchups and rising stars on a 
consistent national stage, ele-
vated further by a star-studded 
on-air broadcast team. 
 Featuring top fight-
ers from leading global pro-
moters, each event airs live on 
TNT Sports and DAZN plat-
forms in the U.S. and streams 
worldwide on DAZN, creat-
ing a seamless, multi-platform 
experience that brings fans 
closer to the action than ever 
before. Across TNT Sports’ 
networks and platforms, in-
cluding Bleacher Report and 
House of Highlights, addi-
tional original programming 
and digital content will spot-
light the personalities, story-
lines and stakes driving each 
event.

when it’s a scorcher. If 
we were losing, we re-
ally would not be happy 
campers. We got into 
the shade, got to see 
some Offense, and can 
leave with a smile on 
our faces.” 
      Meanwhile, the 
Guardians don’t get too 

long to celebrate as they 
get no off day, as they 
immediately welcome 
the White Sox for the 
aforementioned impor-
tant four-game series. 
 The celebrations 
will be for America’s 
250th!

Cantillo Kwan

US Men Advance
By ANDREW CARTER

 The USMNT ad-
vanced to the Round of 16 by 
winning their first knockout 
stage game against Bosnia-
Herzegovina, 2-0. They’d 
finished first in their Group 
Stage, with a 2-1 record. Bos-
nia had finished 3rd in their 
Group Stage Play with a 1-1-
1 record.
 The USMNT only 
Group defeat was a literal 
last second surprise loss by a 
squad made up of mostly re-
serves - since they’d already 
qualified - to Turkey - a squad 
who’d already been eliminat-
ed. Yet Bosnia proved to be a 
tough opponent.
     Folarin Balogun scored at 
45’ mark to give the US a 1-0 
lead Halftime lead. Yet, they 

would not score again until 
the 82’ mark, when Malik 
Tillman blasted in a free kick 
from outside the Penalty Box.
     Unfortunately, Balogun 
already had received a Red 
Card at 64’ and the US had 
to play a man down the rest 
of the match. USA G Matt 
Freese made three Saves in 
the Shutout. Bosnia-Herze-
govina G Nikola Vasilj re-
corded no Saves.
     The bad news is that Ba-
logun, the USMNT top goal 
scorer, will have to sit out 
their next match against Bel-
gium, who advanced to the 
Round of 16 with a 3-2 extra 
time win over Senegal. That 
will make things even tough-
er for the USA for that match 
on July 6.
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Black superhero Luke Cage:Hero For Hire
By C.M. APPLING

 During the 1960s 
and ‘70s, Marvel Comics 
created what would become 
some of the most famous and 
successful, black and/or Afri-
can-American superheroes in 
the comic book industry that 
would later be portrayed by 
talented, African-American 
actors in Hollywood.  Wesley 
Snipes as Eric Brooks a.k.a. 
Blade: the sword-wielding, 
hybrid being with all of vam-
pires’  strengths but none of 
their weaknesses.  Halle Berry 
as Ororo Munroe a.k.a. Storm: 
the white-haired, African, 
mutant X-Man who controls 
the weather.  And, the late 
Chadwick Boseman as King 
T’Challa a.k,a. Black Panther: 
the African sovereign of the 
technologically-advanced na-
tion of Wakanda with a super-
powered, cat costume.
 However, in 1972, 
Marvel invented a black su-
perhero in the #1 first–issue of 
Luke Cage:Hero For Hire, who 
was modeled after the ‘ghetto 
heroes’ of the ‘blaxpoitation 
era’ in motion-pictures that 
mirrored actors like Richard 
Roundtree, Pam Grier, Fred 
Williamson, Jim Kelley and 
Jim Brown.  In the historical 
canon of the comic book, Luke 
Cage was a wrongly-impri-
soned man who was subjected 
to secret experiments in prison 
that gave him the super-human 
abilities of extreme strength 
and invulnerable skin.  Af-
ter the character’s debut, he 
remained one of Marvel’s 
‘second-tier’ superheroes who 
took a back seat to more iconic 
ones.  That was until
2016 when Marvel decided to 
approve a streaming series on 
Netflix focused on him.  
 The Luke Cage se-
ries was produced by Cheo 
Hodari Coker and lasted two 
seasons.  However, during 
those two seasons, Coker was 
able to make the show and 
its predominately-black cast 
some of the most complicated, 
complex and three-dimension-
al ever seen for a black super-

 

hero.  The series was part of 
the extended, MCU (Marvel 
Cinematic Universe) and was 
interconnected with three, 
other, Netflix series based 
on ‘street-level’ superheroes: 
Daredevil, Jessica Jones and 
Iron Fist.  
 The main character, 
Carl Lucas a.k.a. Luke Cage 
was portrayed by actor Mike 
Colter.  Tall, bald and muscu-
lar, with a mustache and goa-
tee, Carl Lucas escaped from 
the brutal and corrupt, Seagate 
Prison with his new super-
powers and became a fugitive 
who changed his name and 
identity to Luke Cage to ‘dis-
appear’ in Harlem, New York.  
But, he finds himself drawn 
into the local neighborhood’s 
crime problems and decides to 
take a stand to bring justice to 
the ‘hood.
 Luke is aided by the 
‘fine’ and tough Mercedes 
‘Misty’ Knight (Simone Mis-
sick) who was a former, fe-
male, basketball prodigy who 
eventually became a police 
detective.  Playing the role of 
‘sidekick’, like in the comics, 
Misty loses an arm and has it 
replaced with a strong, cyber-
netic, substitute limb. 
 Cornell Stokes a.k.a. 
Cottonmouth (Mahershala 
Ali) is Mariah’s gangster 
cousin who was raised by 
their criminal grandmother, 
Mama Mabel and Uncle Pete.  
Back in the day, Mabel ran 
numbers, guns and prostitu-
tion (but no drugs). 
  When she discovers 
that Pete went behind her back 
to make a drug deal, she has 
teenage Cottonmouth shoot 
him (even though Pete was the 
only one to encourage his mu-
sical keyboard ambitions).  As 
an adult, he ran the Harlem’s 
Paradise nightclub and crime 
until Mariah killed him.
 Mariah Stokes-Dil-
lard (Alfre Woodard) is Cot-
tonmouth’s cousin and the 
phony, ‘lip-service’ politician 
trying to revitalize the city 
with her New Harlem Renais-
sance project.  Her Crispus 
Attucks building was a front 
to store Cottonmouth’s dirty 

money.  She killed Cotton-
mouth in a passionate rage 
when he accused her of pro-
voking Uncle Pete’s raping 
her as a teen.
 Hernan Alvarez 
a.k.a. Shades (Theo Rossi) is a 
Puerto-Rican who grew up in 
Harlem and knew Luke when 
they were in Seagate together 
as enemies.  He worked for 
Cottonmouth and 
then later Mariah.  He and 
Mariah have an affair but 
when she kills a room full of 
innocent people at a Jamaican 
restaurant to seek vengeance 
against Bushmaster, he turned 
on her and made a plea deal 
with the police to arrest her.
 Willis Stryker a.k.a. 
Diamondback (Erik LaRay 
Harvey) is Luke’s Bible-quot-
ing, half-brother who framed 
him to send him to prison.  
He hates Luke because their 
father, James Lucas, chose 
to stay with Luke’s mother 
rather than his mistress (Dia-
mondback’s mother).
 Claire Temple (Ro-
sario Dawson) is the beauti-
ful, Puerto-Rican nurse who 
assisted Luke (as well as 
Daredevil) whenever they 
needed medical help after get-
ting injured fighting crime. 
She has an affair with Luke 
but later leaves after an argu-
ment. 
 The Reverend James 
Lucas (Reg E. Cathey) is 
Luke’s estranged, minister 
father.  They were at odds for 
years, but later came together 
and forgave each other.
 Tilda Johnson (Ga-
brielle Dennis) is Mariah’s il-
legitimate daughter by Uncle 
Pete through incest.  When 
she learns the truth of her con-
ception and her mother’s evil, 
she decides to kill her by kiss-
ing her with poison, herbal 
lipstick.
 John McIver a.k.a. 
Bushmaster (Mustafa Sha-
kir) had his Jamaican parents 
killed by Mama Mabel over 
legal disputes about owner-
ship of Harlem’s Paradise and 
a brand of rum called Bush-
master.  He uses the unique, 
herbal quality of Jamaican 

Da 'Round Da Way Rewind Review

'The Bodyguard: The musical' to come to E.J. Thomas Hall in Akron
 THE BODY-
GUARD will be per-
formed on October 27 
and 28  at Akron's E.J. 
Thomas Hall as part of 
their Broadway In Ak-
ron series.
 The interna-
tional award-winning 
smash hit musical "The 
Body =gaurd" is back!
 Based on the 
1992 film starring 
Whitney Houston and 
Kevin Costner, THE 
BODYGUARD is 
a thrilling, romantic 

musical that combines 
high-stakes suspense 
with unforgettable music. 
Former Secret Service 
agent turned bodyguard, 

Frank Farmer, is hired 
to protect superstar Ra-
chel Marron from an 
unknown stalker. Both 
expect to be in charge 

of their situation - what 
they don’t expect is to 
fall in love. 
 A “BRIL-
LIANT” (The Times), 
breathtakingly romantic 
thriller, THE BODY-
GUARD features a 
whole host of unforget-
table classics including 
“Queen of the Night,” 
“So Emotional,” “I Will 
Always Love You,” 
“I Wanna Dance with 
Somebody,” "Saving 

All My Love," and 
"One Moment in Time", 
alongside thrilling plot 
twists and emotional 
drama. 
 THE BODY-
GUARD is an electri-
fying combination of 
romance, suspense and 
chart-topping music 
that will captivate audi-
ences from start to fin-
ish.
 Tickets are on 
sale now.

Houston



Chris' Cinema Trivia &
Movie Match Up
By CHRIS APPLING

  

TRIVIA - (Comedies)

MOVIE MATCH-UP - (Martin Lawrence)

 1. In the 'Player's
Club' (1998), rapper/actor
Ice Cube wrote, directed and
executive-produced the film
about an African-American
girl (Lisa Raye) who pays
for her college tuition by
dancing at a strip club, but
who is the black comedian
who plays "Dollar Bill:" the
club owner and who now has
his own T.V. sitcom about a
comedian who is raising his
sister's 3 kids because she is
a  d r u g  a d d i c t ?
2 .  C o m e d i a n  D . L .
Hughley went from hosting
a show on BET to starring
in his own T.V. sitcom 'The
Hughleys,' about a successful,
snack vending machine
entrepreneur who moves his
African-American family
to an integrated suburb, but
in what movie did he star
as one of four, close, male
friends and whose character
was married to a reserved,
proper wife who was afraid
to try new love techniques?
3. Cedric The Entertainer
i s  b e s t  k n o w n  a s
Steve Harvey's best friend on
'The Steve Harvey Show,' but
in what film did he star as a
black minister who is hired by 

an African-American family
to hold the funeral for a
recently departed loved?
4 .  I n  ' S h o w t i m e '
(2001), white, acting legend
Robert DeNiro stars as a
cop who is hired by a T.V.
production company to have
a camera crew follow him
on his daily patrol to star in
a 'reality show' about police
officers, but who is the black,
comedy legend who plays
DeNiro's partner that uses
this opportunity to fulfill his
a c t i n g  d r e a m s ?
5 .  M a r t i n  L a w r e n c e
m a d e  h i s  c o m i -
c a l ,  m o t i o n p i c t u r e
d e b u t  a s  o n e  o f  t h e
hot, neighborhood homies
on a sweltering summer day
in Bed-Stuy, N.Y. in Spike
Lee's 'Do The Right Thing'
(1989), before starring in his
own, FOX sitcom 'Martin,'
but in what movie does he
star as an employee at a
medieval theme park who is
transported back in time to
the  1300s  in  England?
ANSWERS: 1. Bernie Mac
2. 'The Brothers' (2001) 3.
'Kingdom Come' (2001)
4 .  E d d i e  M u r p h y  5 . 
' B l a c k  K n i g h t '  ( 2 0 0 1 )

FILMS:
1. 'House Party' (1990)
2. 'Boomerang' (1992)
3. 'Bad Boys' (1995)
4. 'Life' (1999)
5. 'Big Momma's House'
(2000)
ROLES:
a) wrongfully imprisoned

for more than 40 years
b) bad-breathed, D.J. for
Kid 'N' Play
c) disguised in under cover
cop mission
d) ad exec friend of playboy
e) switches places with police
partner
ANSWERS: 1, b; 2, d; 3, e; 

‘nightshade’ to gain super-
strength and partial-invulner-
ability like Luke.  He plotted 
revenge against Mariah for 
years for what the Stokes did 
to his family until Tilda killed 
her for him.
 Whenever someone 
took control of Harem’s Para-
dise, the picture in the main 
office was changed.  Cotton-
mouth had a blow-up of rap-
per The Notorious B.I.G. with 
his royal crown cocked to the 
side.  Mariah and Shades had 
a personal portrait of them by 
Neo-expressionist, black artist 
Jean-Michel Basquiat.  Bush-
master had a large portrait of 
Jamaican immigrant  Marcus 
Garvey.  
 And, when it was 
Luke’s turn to rule the night-
club, he had a blow-up of 
boxing G.O.A.T. Muhammad 
Ali.  All three of the male 
villains (Cottonmouth, Dia-
mondback and Bushmaster) 
were codenamed after deadly 
snakes.  And, recording art-
ists like Raphael Saddiq (for-
mally of Tony! Toni! Tone!), 
Faith Evans and KRS-One 
performed on the Harlem’s 
Paradise  stage.  All of Season 
One’s episodes were named 
after Gang Starr songs while 
all of Season Two’s episodes 
were named after Pete Rock 
and C.L. Smooth songs.  And, 
when Luke was chillin’ in 
Henry ‘Pops’ Hunter’s barber-
shop, they would discuss and 
argue over African-American, 
male-written literature like 
fiction authors Walter Mosley, 
Donald Goines and displayed 
Ralph Ellison’s classic mas-
terpiece, Invisible Man.
 The Luke Cage 
streaming series combined 
aspects of African-American 
culture and history in a way no 
other black superhero on film 
or TV ever has.  While can-
celled prematurely, its legacy 
will live on as urban, street-
legend, the same way Luke 
Cage’s character proclaimed 
to be ‘hood famous’.

MENU TIPS Just
Jazz

By NANCY ANN LEE

A 'Berry' healthy way to help your heart
 (NAPSI)—A little 
heart-shaped fruit can be a 
big help to your heart. Ac-
cording to research, straw-
berries may play an impor-
tant role in helping to reduce 
the risk of heart disease.
 “Strawberries are 
at the top of the list of foods 
I recommend for packing the 
most nutrition into every-
day meals, especially when 
considering cardiovascular 
health,” said Sylvia Klinger, 
MS, RD, LDN. “It’s an easy 
sell with their versatility and 
naturally sweet taste.”
 Here are 12 more 
reasons to enjoy California 
strawberries:
 1. High in vitamin 
C (more per serving than an 
orange) and may boost im-
munity.
 2. Considered a 
superfruit with loads of anti-
oxidants and anthocyanins.
 3. Versatile and can 
be added to both savory and 
sweet dishes.
 4. Low in sugar, 
naturally sweet with only 45 
calories per cup.
 5. A source of po-
tassium to support healthy 
blood pressure.
 6. A good source of 
dietary fiber.
 7. Available year-
round and easy to freeze.
 8. Grown by caring 
strawberry farmers who use 
sustainable farming practic-
es.
 9. Loved by kids 
and ideal for snacks and 
lunches.
 10. Ideal for add-
ing appeal to summertime 
dishes and special occa-
sions.
 11. Grown to per-
fection in ideal growing 
conditions along Califor-
nia’s coast.

 12. Globally loved 
and voted America’s favorite 
fruit.
 Try this recipe for a 
tasty way to enjoy strawberries:
 Grilled Salmon with 
Strawberry Ginger Salsa

Serves: 6
 Salsa:
 Prepare at least one 
hour ahead.
 1 English or seedless 
cucumber, finely chopped
 1 green onion, thinly 
sliced
 1 Tbsp. cilantro, cut 
into strips
 1 tsp. fresh ginger, 
freshly grated
 1 yellow pepper, 
diced small
 3-4 Tbsp. seasoned 
rice wine vinegar
 2 cups fresh Califor-
nia strawberries, hulled and 
diced small
 Sauce:
 1 stick unsalted butter
 1 clove garlic
 1 Tbsp. honey
 2 Tbsp. soy sauce
 1 Tbsp. fresh lemon 
juice
 6 salmon fillets (or 
fish of choice), skinless
 Mix cucumbers, green 
onion, cilantro, ginger, yellow 
pepper and vinegar. Cover and 
chill at least one hour. Just be-
fore serving, add strawberries. 
In a small saucepan, melt butter 
with garlic over low heat. Stir 
in honey, soy sauce and lemon 
juice and cook 2 minutes; set 
aside. Prepare a charcoal grill; 
when ready, brush sauce on 
salmon pieces and place on a 
well-oiled fish-grilling rack. 
Place rack over coals about 4 
inches from fire and grill ap-
proximately 4 to 5 minutes on 
each side. Brush with the sauce 
again after turning and again 
when done. Transfer to warm 
platter and top with salsa.
 For more information 
and healthful recipes, follow @
castrawberries on Facebook, or 
visit www.californiastrawber-
ries.com.

 Mention tenor sax-
ophone stylists today and 
Coleman Hawkins is the first 
name that comes up. He was 
a pioneer whose full-bod-
ied warm tones and buoyant 
rhythmic feel have inspired 
countless jazz musicians since 
the 1930's.
 Hawkins was born in 
St. Joseph, Mo. in 1904. His 
music studies began on piano, 
cello and, by age nine, tenor.
 He gained fame as a 
soloist for his first recordings 
with Fletcher Henderson's 
band in 1923. He left the band 
in 1934 to perform and record 
in Europe with Benny Carter, 
Django Reinhardt and others.
 In 1939, he returned 
to the U.S., formed a nine 
piece band (until 1941) which 
recorded his biggest, "Body 
& Soul," and, then a nation-
ally recognized artist, he as-
sembled the band for the first 
bop record session (on Apollo) 
in 1944.
 Hawkins continued 
to tour internationally and to 
record with major jazz lumi-
naries until the late 1960s. By 
then, his health was declining 
due to heavy drinking.  He 
died on May 19, 1969 of bron-
chial pneumonia in New York 
City's Wickersham Hospital.
 Hawkins was the 
most influential person in the 
evolution of the tenor saxo-
phone, enjoying great artistic 
and commercial success and 
the first tenorman to creatively 
reconstruct ballads. He was 
considered a legend in his own 
time and is still admired today 
for his extraordinary artistry.
 Countless recordings 
he made are still available. 

Coleman Hawkins

Neil deGrasse Tyson "Search For Life In The Universe" to come to State Theatre
 Neil deGrasse 
Tyson "Search For Life 
In The Universe" to 
come to State Theatre 
on October 7 at 8:00 
p.m. 
 “To declare that 
Earth is the only planet 
in the universe with life 
would be inexcusably 
bigheaded of us.”  
 The discovery 
of about half a dozen 
planets around stars 
other than the Sun has 
triggered tremendous 
public interest. Atten-
tion was driven not so 
much by the discovery 

of extra-solar planets, but 
by the prospect of them 
hosting intelligent life. 
 In any case, the 
media frenzy that fol-
lowed was somewhat out 
of proportion with the 
events. Why? Because 

planets cannot be all that 
rare in the universe if the 
Sun happens to have a 
bunch of them. Even if 
they were teeming with 
buoyant aliens, the odds 
against these life forms 
being intelligent may be 
astronomical. 
 Ordinarily, there 
is no riskier step that a 
scientist (or anyone) can 
take than to make sweep-
ing generalizations from 
just one example. At the 
moment, life on Earth is 
the only known life in 
the universe, but there 
are compelling argu-

ments to suggest we are 
not alone… 
 Tyson was 
awarded the NASA 
Distinguished Public 
Service Medal in the 
same year. From 2006 
to 2011, he hosted the 
television show NOVA 
ScienceNow on PBS. 
Since 2009, Tyson has 
hosted the weekly pod-
cast StarTalk. A spin-
off, also called StarTalk, 
began airing on National 

Geographic in 2015. In 
2014, he hosted the tele-
vision series Cosmos: 
A Spacetime Odyssey, 
a successor to Carl Sa-
gan's 1980 series Cos-
mos: A Personal Voy-
age. The U.S. National 
Academy of Sciences 
awarded Tyson the Pub-
lic Welfare Medal in 
2015 for his "extraordi-
nary role in exciting the 
public about the won-
ders of science."

Tyson

Costner
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Abdul Ahad Momand, Only Afghan to Fly in Space, Is Dead
 Abdul Ahad Mo-
mand was an Afghan cos-
monaut and aviator. He 
became the first, and so far 
the only, Afghan citizen to 
journey to outer space. He 
was one of Soyuz TM-6’s 
crew members and spent 
nine days aboard the Mir 
space station in 1988 as an 
Interkosmos research cos-
monaut.
 Momand is a 
holder of many records as 
an Afghan cosmonaut. He 
became the first person to 
take the Quran to space and 
recite it there.
 When he spoke 
to his mother on the phone 
from space, Pashto became 
the fourth language to be 
officially spoken in space.
He became the first Afghan 
citizen and the fourth Mus-
lim to visit outer space, after 
Sultan bin Salman Al Saud, 
Muhammed Faris, and 
Musa Manarov.
 Following the 
collapse of Mohammad Na-
jibullah’s left-wing govern-
ment, amidst the civil war 
that followed the Soviet 
withdrawal, Momand emi-
grated to Germany in 1992, 
where he was granted asy-
lum. He subsequently lived 
in Stuttgart and worked as 
a printer and as an accoun-
tant.He became a German 
citizen in 2003.
 Momand was 
born sometime in 1959 in 
Sardeh Band, Andar Dis-
trict, within the Ghazni 

Province of Afghanistan. 
He belonged to the Momand 
tribe of the Pashtun ethnic 
group. After completing his 
education in Habibia High 
School, he entered the Ka-
bul Polytechnic University 
in 1976 at the age of 17, and 
graduated two years later 
before being drafted into the 
military in 1978.
 Momand was 
then sent to the Soviet 
Union for pilot training. 
There, he studied at the 
Krasnodar Higher Military 
Aviation School of Pilots 
and the Kiev Higher Air 
Force Engineering School 
before returning to Afghani-
stan in 1981, where he rose 
through the ranks, becom-
ing a chief navigator at Ba-
gram Air Base. He returned 
to the Soviet Union in 1984 
to train at the Gagarin Air 
Force Academy. Not long 
after graduating in 1987, he 
was selected as a cosmonaut 
candidate for the Interkos-
mos project.
 The other cos-

monaut candidate sent for 
training was Mohammad 
Dawran, an Afghan MiG-
21 pilot with the rank of 
Colonel. While Dawran 
had more political connec-
tions than Momand and 
held a higher military rank 
(since Momand was a cap-
tain at the time), Dawran’s 
appendicitis was the decid-
ing factor in Momand be-
ing chosen for the primary 
crew. Dawran then became 
part of the backup crew for 
Momand’s mission.
 Along with Com-
mander Vladimir Lyakhov 
and Flight Engineer Valery 
Polyakov, Momand was 
part of the Soyuz TM-6 
three-man crew, which 
launched at 04:23 GMT 29 
August 1988. Momand’s 
inclusion in the mission was 
a significant symbol during 
the Soviet–Afghan War.
 During his nine 
days stay on the Mir space 
station in 1988, Momand 
took photographs of his 
country and participated in 
astrophysical, medical, and 
biological experiments. He 
also spoke to then-President 
Mohammad Najibullah of 
Afghanistan, and brewed 
Afghan tea for the crew.
 Momand was also 
recorded reciting the Quran 
in space at the request of the 
Afghan Government while 
his legs were held by anoth-
er crew member outside of 
the shot to prevent him from 
floating away.

 Lyakhov and 
Momand returned to Earth 
aboard Soyuz TM-5. The 6 
September planned landing 
of Soyuz TM-5 was delayed 
because of mechanical com-
plications on the Mir. Radio 
Moscow reassured listeners 
that Lyakhov and Momand 
were fine and in touch with 
Mission Control. However, 
their sanitation facilities 
were on board the jettisoned 
orbital module and conse-
quently they soiled them-
selves during the delay. A re-
cording, colloquially called 
the der’mo tape, was played 
of them laughing about this. 
A day later, the retro-fire 
was successful, and at 00:50 
GMT Soyuz TM-5 landed 
near Dzhezkazgan. Dur-
ing touchdown, there was 
no live radio coverage, but 
only live television pictures 
of Mission Control.
 As Momand re-
turned to Afghanistan, he 
was greeted by a large 
crowd that threw flowers at 
him, as the Mujahideen fired 
a barrage of rockets towards 
the city of Kabul. The city 
was the site of 25 separate 
rocket attacks in a single 
day, resulting in 35 dead and 
165 injured.
 Momand was 
awarded the title of Hero of 
the Soviet Union on 7 Sep-
tember 1988 as well as the 
Hero of the Democratic Re-
public of Afghanistan and 
the Order of Lenin.
 During his flight 

to space, his mother was ex-
tremely distraught over the 
safety of her son. President 
Najibullah called Momand’s 
mother into the President’s 
office and arranged an au-
dio/video conference be-
tween Momand and her. By 
this event, Pashto became 
the fourth language spoken 
in space.
 On his return, he 
was made deputy minister 
of civil aviation.
 Momand was in 
India sorting out a com-
plaint regarding Ariana Air-
lines during the collapse of 
Najibullah’s government in 
1992. Momand decided to 
emigrate to Germany, and 
applied for asylum there, 
becoming a German citizen 
by naturalisation in 2003. 
He worked in the printing 
service and subsequently 

became an accountant resid-
ing in Ostfildern near Stutt-
gart. He received the Rus-
sian Medal “For Merit in 
Space Exploration” in 2010. 
He returned to Afghanistan 
in 2013, at the request of 
then-President Hamid Kar-
zai, for the occasion of the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of 
his space mission as shown 
in the BBC Persian docu-
mentary “Kabul to the Gal-
axy.” 
 Momand was 
married to Zulfara and had 
two daughters and a son.He 
was fluent in four languag-
es: Pashto, Persian, Russian 
and German.
 Momand died of 
cancer in Stuttgart, Baden-
Württemberg, Germany, on 
June 21.

Momand

 George Gresh-
am, the former longtime 
president of the 1199 
Service Employees Inter-
national Union has died, 
officials said. He was 71.
 Gresham led 
SEIU — one of New 
York’s largest unions, 
mostly representing 
health care workers — 
from 2007 to 2025. He 
died Friday after battling 
a long illness, SEIU said.
 Beyond New 
York, 1199SEIU is also 
the nation’s largest health 
care workers union.
 Posting on X, 
Mayor Mamdani praised 
Gresham as “a giant of 
New York’s labor move-

George Gresham, Health Care Union Powerhouse, Dies 

 Gresham
ment and a relentless 
champion for working 
people. From the hospital 
floor to the presidency of 
1199SEIU, he dedicated 

his life to fighting for the 
dignity, safety and eco-
nomic security of health 
care workers and their 
families,” he said.
 Mamdani an-
nounced that on Satur-
day the Big Apple would 
lower flags to half-mast 
at all municipal buildings 
to honor Gresham.
 “From his start 
as a hospital worker 
to leading 1199SEIU, 
George Gresham was a 
legendary labor leader 
who never stopped fight-
ing for working people, 
communities of color, 
and the dignity every New 
Yorker deserves,” Governor 
Hochul said in a statement. 

“His voice helped shape 
New York’s labor move-
ment and strengthen the 
rights of health care work-
ers across our state.”
 Gresham, who 
was born in Virginia and 
later moved to New York 
City, started out as a house-
keeper at Columbia Presby-
terian hospital before even-
tually rising to the president 
of the union.
 During his tenure 
leading SEIU, he advocated 
for fair wages, affordable 
health benefits, retirement 
benefits, education benefits, 
childcare and safe staffing 
for health care workers. 
He was also revered as a 
civil rights activist push-

ing for quality healthcare, 
women’s rights, living 
wages, racial and immi-
grant justice, and gender 
and LGBTQ equality.
 “ U n d e r 
George’s visionary lead-
ership, 1199SEIU was a 
powerhouse for progres-
sive change,” SEIU said 
in a statement. “He un-
derstood that the fight for 
economic justice is in-
separable from the fight 
for racial, immigrant and 
social justice. He didn’t 
just win industry-leading 
contracts; he won digni-
ty, respect and a voice for 
over 450,000 healthcare 
workers across the East 
Coast.”

 Tony Brown, 
a television journalist, 
educator and civil rights 
advocate who grew up in 
West Virginia, has died.
 He was best 
known as the commen-
tator of the long-running 
syndicated television 
show Tony Brown’s 
Journal.
 He died June 17 
at his home in Newport 
News, Va., at age 93. 
His death from coronary 
heart disease was an-

Services held for Tony Brown, Host of Public Affairs Show 

 Brown
nounced on Friday on his 
Facebook page.
 Brown was 
born April 11, 1933, the 

youngest of five chil-
dren to Royal Brown and 
Catherine Davis Brown 
in Charleston.
 Royal Brown 
left before he was born. 
Tony Brown was raised 
by a family friend named 
Elizabeth Sanford and 
her daughter, Mabel 
Holmes, who took him 
in at just two months old. 
When Brown was 12, af-
ter Sanford and Holmes 
passed away, he went to 
live with his mother.
 He was a 1951 
graduate of Garnet 
High School, a historic 
African-American high 
school in Charleston 
named for Henry High-
land Garnet, who was 
born into slavery in 
Maryland and became 
U.S. consul to Liberia.
 At Garnet, ac-
cording to his obituary, 
he joined the track team 
and excelled in academ-
ics, especially English 
and drama. He per-
formed in school plays 
and performed segments 
of Shakespeare’s Julius 
Caesar on WGKV radio 
in Charleston.
 “His primary 
education at Garnet 
formed the founda-
tion of a life devoted to 
learning, leadership and 
service. Brown carried 
those early lessons with 
him throughout his life,” 
according to his obituary.
 Brown enlisted 
in the Army in 1953 and 
then studied at Wayne 

State University in De-
troit, where he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in so-
ciology in 1959 and later 
a master’s degree in psy-
chiatric social work.
 n 1962, Brown 
turned to journalism, 
joining the Detroit Cou-
rier as a drama critic 
and rising as an editor, 
establishing himself as 
a prominent voice in the 
city.
 Brown first 
moved into television in 
1968 when he started as 
public affairs program-
mer at WTVS, Detroit’s 
public television station.  
Soon after his hiring, 
Brown produced the sta-
tion’s first show for Af-
rican Americans called 
CPT or Colored People’s 
Time.
 In 1971, he be-
came executive producer 
and sometime the host of 
the monthly television 
program Black Journal. 
In 1977, the program was 
renamed Tony Brown’s 
Journal.
 Brown regu-
larly highlighted Afri-
can American economic 
and political progress on 
the program bearing his 
name.
 A New York 
Times obituary for 
Brown reported an es-
timate that, over the 
course of nearly four 
decades, he had inter-
viewed more than 1,000 
guests, including Lena 
Horne, Jesse Jackson, 

Angela Davis, Bill Cos-
by and Sammy Davis Jr.
 An obituary pre-
pared by his office said 
“Tony Brown’s Journal” 
was the longest-running 
series in the history of the 
PBS network.
 In 2002, he was 
inducted into the Nation-
al Academy of Television 
Arts and Sciences’ Silver 
Circle.
 Beyond writ-
ing a widely syndicated 
newspaper column, 
Brown was the author of 
several books, including 
“Black Lies, White Lies: 
The Truth According to 
Tony Brown” (1995), 
“Empower the People: A 
7-Step Plan to Overthrow 
the Conspiracy That Is 
Stealing Your Money and 
Freedom” (1998), and 
“What Mama Taught Me: 
The Seven Core Values 
of Life (2003).”
 “Tony Brown 
leaves behind a legacy 
and life defined by edu-
cation, service and an un-
wavering belief in telling 
the truth,” his obituary 
observed.
 “His influence 
will continue to resonate 
through the institutions 
he shaped, the voices 
he amplified, and the 
generations he inspired. 
Brown, in the commu-
nity he called home in 
his later years, will be 
remembered not only for 
what he accomplished, 
but for the example he 
set.”

 Automated li-
cense plate readers have 
created an extensive sur-
veillance network across 
Northeast Ohio.
 A review of 
federal court filings and 
police records found 
at least 1,717 cameras 
operating in Cuyahoga 
County. Most are sup-
plied by Flock Safety, 
and 51 of the county’s 
59 municipalities use 
them. Mounted on poles, 
buildings and roadways, 
the cameras photograph 
passing vehicles around 
the clock and allow po-
lice to search those im-
ages later.
 These are five 
takeaways from the orig-
inal article, which draws 
on internal Flock and po-
lice data released in fed-
eral court records.
 1. 1,717 cam-
eras form a countywide 
surveillance network

Flock cameras tracking you
 Cleveland has 
the most cameras, with 
310. Suburbs including 
Lakewood and Beach-
wood also have extensive 
coverage.
 2. Police can 
track vehicles across city 
lines
 Law enforce-
ment agencies say data 
sharing is crucial when 
suspects cross jurisdic-
tional boundaries. Pri-
vacy advocates counter 
that it creates a massive 
database containing the 
travel patterns of count-
less innocent drivers.
 3. Ohio has few 
rules governing the tech-
nology
 4. Concerns 
have expanded beyond 
crime fighting
 5. A federal 
judge says bigger con-
stitutional questions re-
main.
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Abdullah Mason and Albert Bell kicked off fight week today with a public workout at Zelma George Recreation Center
 A b d u l l a h 
Mason and Albert 
Bell kicked off fight 
week today with a 
public workout at 
Zelma George Rec-
reation Center in 
Cleveland, just three 
days out from their 
all-Ohio world title 
showdown.
 C leve land-
born Mason (20-0, 
17 KOs) will defend 
his WBO lightweight 
world title against 
unbeaten Toledo na-
tive Bell (28-0, 9 
KOs) on Saturday, 
July 4, at Cleveland 
State University’s 
Wolstein Center.

 They were 
joined by WBC 
featherweight world 
champion Bruce 
Carrington (17-0, 
10 KOs), who will 
defend his crown 
against Mexico’s 
Rene Palacios (19-
0-1, 10 KOs) in 
the co-feature, and 
U.S. Olympian Ti-
ger Johnson (17-0, 
8 KOs), a Cleve-
land native who will 
take on Christopher 
Guerrero (16-0, 9 
KOs) in a 10-round 
welterweight clash.
 Also appear-
ing were Mason’s 
brothers, Ibrahim 

Mason (2-0, 2 KOs) 
and Abdurrahman 
Mason (2-0, 2 KOs), 
who will compete in 
separate four-round-
ers on the undercard. 
Ibrahim faces Erik 
Hanley (1-2, 1 KO) 
in a super feather-
weight fight, while 
Abdurrahman takes 
on Alvaro Huizar 
Cabral (1-0) at light-
weight.
 M a s o n -
Bell headlines TNT 
Sports and DAZN’s 
inaugural The Fight 
event, a new month-
ly live boxing series, 
and will be broad-
cast co-exclusively 

in the U.S. on TNT, 
truTV and DAZN, 
and worldwide on 
DAZN.
 Mason-Bell, 
Carrington-Palacios, 
Tiger-Guerrero and 
the Scooter Davis-
Carlos Ramos eight-
round lightweight 
opener will be broad-
cast LIVE beginning 
at 8 p.m. ET/5 p.m. 
PT.
 P r o m o t e d 
by Top Rank, in as-
sociation with Pulse 
Boxing and TGB 
Promotions, tickets 
are on sale via Tick-
etmaster.com.
 Before the 

main broadcast, 
Mason-Hanley and 
Mason-Cabral will 
stream live begin-
ning at 7 p.m. ET/4 

p.m. PT on DAZN, 
Top Rank and 
DAZN’s YouTube 
channels, and the 
Top Rank Classics 

FAST channel on 
Roku
 Fight Week 
Programming Sched-
ule
 Friday, July 
3: Mason vs. Bell 

Ceremonial Weigh-
In 1 p.m. ET / 10 
a.m. PT
Saturday, July 4: 
Mason vs. Bell 
Fight  DAZN & TNT 
Broadcast

Does the Bibb administration do their homework? MMY US has been a disaster in Louisville -now you are welcoming them here?
 The Cleveland 
Deal:
 The city 
named MMY US its 
preferred modular 
housing manufacturer 
and announced a $2.56 
million historic tax 
credit award for the 
Wellman-Seaver-Mor-
gan building at 7000 
Central Ave.
 C l e v e l a n d 
on June 30 said it has 
named MMY US its 
preferred modular 
housing manufacturer 
and won a $2.56 mil-
lion Ohio historic 
preservation tax credit 
award tied to the Well-
man-Seaver-Morgan 
Engineering Company 
building at 7000 Cen-
tral Avenue.
 The announce-
ment matters because 
it links two city pri-
orities: adding hous-
ing faster and putting 
a long-vacant indus-
trial landmark back 
into use. The city says 
the project fits into its 
Housing Innovation 
District, which spans 
Central, Hough and St. 
Clair-Superior and is 
meant to speed hous-
ing production through 
zoning, permitting, 
construction methods 
and infrastructure up-
grades.
 C l e v e l a n d 
says MMY’s planned 
operations could create 
up to 150 manufactur-
ing jobs and expand 
the region’s ability to 
produce off-site hous-
ing. That could help, at 
least in theory, with the 
time and cost pressures 
that make new homes 
harder to deliver.
 But this is still 
a step in the pipeline, 
not a finished factory 
opening. The city says 
MMY intends to locate 
in the Wellman-Seav-
er-Morgan building 
only after state and lo-
cal incentives are com-
pleted.
 Why the tax 
credit matters
 The tax credit 
is not a completed ren-
ovation or cash pay-
ment. It is a financing 
tool that helps support 
the building’s rehabili-
tation and signals that 
the project has moved 
forward. News 5 re-
ported that state histor-

ic credits are not paid 
out until projects are 
finished.
 For Cleve-
land, the bigger pic-
ture is the Midline: a 
long-term effort to turn 
more than 350 acres of 
former industrial land 
into an employment 
district, innovation 
corridor and greenway. 
If the MMY plan ad-
vances, the city could 
gain a manufacturing 
use for one of its sig-
nature East Side indus-
trial buildings.
What happened in 
Louisville should have 
given Cleveland pause 
on the project:
 According to 
news reports, “Louis-
ville has pumped $1.5 
million of $1.7 million 
awarded so far into 
a British-controlled 
company to create a 
factory to pump out 
prefabricated homes.
 Now the city 
wants to give it even 
more money, but near-
ly a year after the city 
sold the company the 
land to build demon-
stration homes, the 
WAVE News Trouble-
shooters found nothing 
has been built.
 MMY US won 
the contract to build up 
to five demonstration 
homes.
 There was 
also a big press con-
ference when the city 
announced it would 
help the company es-
tablish its factory in 
the Parkland neighbor-
hood, promising jobs 
for people living in the 
West End, but WAVE 
found some of those 
promises haven’t been 
fulfilled a year later.
 In the Chicka-
saw neighborhood, the 
only activity WAVE 
found at this vacant lot 
at 913 S. 42nd Street 
sold to MMY US was 
a contractor cutting the 
grass. The grass was 
knee-high at the other 
location at 531 S. 18th 
in the Russell neigh-
borhood also sold to 
the company by the 
city. The project had a 
deadline.
 “Substantial 
completion of the proj-
ect must be completed 
within 90 days,” said 
a city worker at the 

Landbank Authority 
meeting approving the 
sale of the property.
 The Authority 
seemed satisfied the 
company would move 
quickly when it ap-
proved the sale a year 
ago.
 “They have 
been cleared through 
planning, they have 
been cleared through 
construction review, 
what we have been 
told is that we’re look-
ing at the first one to be 
completed at the end of 
July (2024),” said the 
staffer.
 However, city 
records show MMY 
US only got the per-
mits in March this year 
for the 42nd Street 
house. A far cry from 
the pomp and circum-
stance of the mayor’s 
2024 ribbon cutting 
where MMY US CEO 
Robin Bartram Brown 
spoke.
 “Our mission 
is really clear,” Bar-
tram Brown said. “To 
deliver a high-quality 
product on time, and 
on budget, for a di-
verse range of clients.”
 The compa-
ny has been building 
the modules, finished 
ones are stored in 
view within the fac-
tory gates. MMY US is 
building an apartment 
building in Sellersburg 
with its partner, Family 
Scholar House.
 “MMY is a 
global modular hous-
ing manufacturer that 
has decided to open up 
its very first location 
right here in West Lou-
isville with a $6.1 mil-
lion investment,” said 
Mayor Craig Green-
berg during his press 
conference.
 Public records 
cast doubts on the 
Mayor’s claims. MMY 
US’ own contract pro-
posal to get city money 
to help outfit its fac-
tory said it was key to 
building a government 
building in Saudi Ara-
bia in 2020, but MMY 
US didn’t exist until 
it was incorporated 
in Kentucky in 2023. 
MMY US says MMY 
Group partnered with 
another firm to build 
that Saudi building.
 WAVE can’t 

verify its $6.1 million 
investment. MMY US’ 
proof of funds page 
was redacted by the 
city, but scoring notes 
from the city’s con-
tract review team said 
MMY US didn’t pro-
vide any financials to 
them either. MMY US 
said it just bought the 
factory for $2 million 
last week, demonstrat-
ing its financial com-
mitment.
 Also, the latest 
British company fil-
ings from 2023 said the 
parent company MMY 
Global had an average 
employee headcount of 
one.
 “How can you 
give it to someone 
who has never built 
modular, has never 
built anything in the 
United States?” asked 
Businesswoman Robin 
Hall.
 Hall has lots of 
questions about Robin 
Bartram Brown and 
MMY US. She met 
him through her busi-
ness partner Michelle 
James in 2022. He was 
in the medical glove 
business and they cre-
ated a company called 
Tutum Distribution to 
handle the pitch. Re-
member that name.
 “He was meet-
ing with officials, with 
city officials, meeting 
with individuals in leg-
islation,” said Hall.
 Hall said Bar-
tram Brown used her 
business address to 
create MMY US with-
out her knowledge. 
MMY US said it can’t 
comment on that be-
cause its considering 
taking legal action 
against Hall.
 Hall also pro-
vided a letter sent two 
months after MMY 
US’ creation. It was 
sent to her partner for-
malizing a relationship 
between MMY and Tu-
tum Distribution to sell 
modular construction, 
not medical gloves. 
James is married to 
Deputy Mayor David 
James. He disclosed 
his wife’s business 
relationship with Tu-
tum Distribution in his 
2024 ethics filing. It 
does not reference any 
connection to MMY. 
City emails WAVE 

obtained also show 
Bartram Brown began 
discussing incentives 
with city officials three 
months after that letter 
to Michelle James. Ul-
timately, the company 
was awarded $500,000 
the day of that mayoral 
press conference in 
February 2024.
 Unmet Job 
Requirements
 “If we can 
do that and help this 
underserved commu-
nity at the same time, 
then it’s a win,” said 
Bartram Brown at the 
press conference.
 The city 
awarded the company 
another $1.2 million 
in September last year 
to start manufacturing. 
In exchange, it needed 
to create jobs, 75 per-
cent of which needed 
to be from three zip 
codes surrounding the 
factory in the Park-
land neighborhood. Its 
latest job report to the 
city said it employs 84 
people, half through 
a temporary staffing 
firm. But only four on 
the payroll are from 
those required zip 
codes.
 “This is a huge 
concern, especially 
with so many broken 
promises that seems to 
go along with not pro-
ducing exactly what 
they say they’re going 
to produce,” said First 
District Council Mem-
ber Tammy Hawkins, 
who represents the 
area with the factory.
 Hawkins said 
she was told creating 
jobs was a priority, and 
that there would be 
training.
 “When you 
have a company that 
comes into an under-
served area, you would 
definitely have to 
train,” said Hawkins.
 In a letter to 
the city, MMY US said 
it’s trying to improve 
its number of workers 
from those zip codes. 
It said they have al-
ready filled their un-
skilled positions and 
are struggling to find 
skilled workers.
 “We can’t just 
give taxpayers dollars 
to development proj-
ects that don’t do what 
they say they’re going 

to do,” said Hawkins
 More Taxpay-
er Money Proposed
 Hawkins plans 
to ask tough questions 
as the city crafts its 
next budget. The may-
or wants to invest $15 
million into the Af-
fordable Housing Trust 
Fund and mentioned 
the company by name 
during his budget ad-
dress.
 “MMY US, 
building its first mod-
ular housing manu-
facturing facility in 
Louisville’s Parkland 
neighborhood,” said 
Greenberg.
 He proposed 
that the city invest an-
other $1 million into 
the company to build 
24 more modular 
houses in the remain-
ing council districts, 
even though the first 
two locations are still 
vacant.
 “This pro-
posed budget includes 
funding for a new 
modular housing pi-
lot project, including 
new homes for sale in 
previously overlooked 
neighborhoods,” said 
Greenberg.
 Reaction from 
MMY and the City
 MMY US de-
clined an on-camera 
interview. It sent a 
statement saying:
 “MMY US 
Inc. was publicly 
and competitively 
awarded Contract 
#SC00002743 on 
April 11, 2024, by 
Louisville Metro 
Government for the 
Modular Housing 
Demonstration Proj-
ect. We have fully 
complied with the 
terms of that Con-
tract. The first ex-
emplar home is now 
in manufacture, and 
we remain on track 
for completion in 
Summer 2025. The 
Contract contains no 
confidentiality provi-
sions. We do not en-
gage in media inter-
views during active 
Contracts. That said, 
we are proud of our 
impact: we’re em-
ploying 70 people, 
many of whom are 
from the West End 
and previously un-
employed. We have 

revitalized a once-
dilapidated property, 
and last week, we 
completed a $2.2 
million purchase 
of our facility — a 
clear signal of our fi-
nancial strength and 
ongoing investment 
and commitment to 
the West End.”
 The city sent 
a statement saying:
 “MMY has 
been a valued part-
ner with Louisville 
Metro Government 
since arriving in the 
market. Every day, 
from their west Lou-
isville facility, they 
are working to pro-
vide affordable hous-
ing, a priority for 
the mayor’s admin-
istration. In addition 
to manufacturing 
single-family modu-
lar housing, MMY 
is also involved 
in Family Scholar 
House projects in 
Sellersburg, Indiana 
and in the Phoenix 
Hill neighborhood.
 MMY and 
the Office of Hous-
ing and Community 
Development are in 
regular communica-
tion, in addition to 
required monthly 
progress reports. 
MMY assumed own-
ership of the four 
Landbank Author-
ity parcels in June 
with the intent to in-
stall modular homes, 
which will be among 
the first in Louisville 
Metro. With modular 
housing units, much 
of the progress takes 
place at locations 
other than the place-
ment site. While 
working with the 
city and state on the 
permitting process 
and final design as-
pects, MMY filed for 
an extension, which 
was granted. Since 
then, they have se-
cured the necessary 
permits for the first 
lot slated for devel-
opment.
 During a re-
cent visit to their 
plant, MMY offi-
cials showed that 
construction on the 
first modular home 
is underway at their 

west Louisville facil-
ity. It is scheduled to 
be completed in the 
next few weeks and 
should be installed 
on one of the par-
cels by the end of the 
summer. Once the 
home is ready, it will 
be sold as affordable 
housing and will in-
form the process for 
the next three to fol-
low.
 Filing for an 
extension is not an 
unusual request from 
developers of Land-
bank properties. In 
some cases, these 
properties have been 
considered vacant or 
abandoned for years 
and can be challeng-
ing to redevelop. If 
the purchaser main-
tains good standing 
and consistent com-
munication, as MMY 
has been, the Author-
ity may grant exten-
sions if requested. 
There are circum-
stances in which the 
Landbank Authority 
may look to reacquire 
the property, particu-
larly if the developer 
fails to communicate 
with OHCD over an 
extended period or 
abandons the proj-
ect.”
 WAVE asked 
why the Landbank 
Authority said the 
projects had already 
been approved by 
construction review 
and planning a year 
ago. The city said 
these were the first 
modular house proj-
ects to be built in the 
state and needed time 
for more review.
 The council 
will review the pro-
posals to the Afford-
able Housing Trust 
Fund on June 2. 
WAVE also learned 
from MMY’s reports 
to the city that it 
wants to build 1,000 
homes in the city 
over the next five 
years. It suggested 
$45,000 per house 
was needed to cover 
its costs. That’s $9 
million per year.”
 What prom-
ises has Cleveland 
made to MMY?

 Cleveland Mayor Justin Bibb, in blue, welcomes the Mason 
brothers, Amir, Adel, Abdur-Rahman, Abdullah and Ibrahim, to thier public 
workout at Zelma George Recreation Center to promote Abdullah Mason’s 
fight at the Wolstein Center on July 4.

 Abdullah Mason and Albert Bell kicked off fight week today 
with a public workout at Zelma George Recreation Center.
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16802 Chagrin Boulevard
Cleveland, Ohio 44120

Lifts and leather shoe repair is our specialty including bags, 
purses, luggage, sport and designer shoes & more!

Visit Gomez Shoe Repair & Luggage Shop Today

*Shoe & Boot Repairs - *Luggage And Hand Bag Repair
*All Leather, Suede Cleaning & Repair - *Accessories, Polishes & Strings

* We Sell All Lines Of Purses
* We Clean Timberland Boots

Looking For Quality Shoe Repair And Maintenance? Look No Further...
Great Service At A Great Location

Hours: Monday-Saturday - 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

(216) 417-0904

Shoerepairsonline.com

EAST SIDE DAILY NEWS

Visit Us 
Dine With US Or Join Us

Edwins
12383 Cedar Road

Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106
216-921-3333

Edwins Butcher Shop
13024 Buckeye Road

Cleveland, Ohio 44120
216-417 1100

Tuesday-Friday 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m.

Edwins Institute 
To Enroll: Call 216-921-3333

6 MonthsTraining
Culinary Arts 

La Bastille at EDWINS on Saturday, July 12 from 6:30 - 10:00 p.m.
 Celebrate freedom and second chances at EDWINS’ annual 
La Bastille event on Saturday, July 12. Enjoy an unforgettable eve-
ning of French-inspired fare, cocktails, live music, and dancing!

The Cleveland APL’s to keep pets safe over a hot holiday week
 The Fourth of 
July holiday is a time 
for backyard barbecues, 
family gatherings and 
fireworks, but it can also 
be one of the most dan-
gerous times of the year 
for pets. With extremely 
hot temperatures and 
loud celebrations expect-
ed throughout this week, 
the Cleveland Animal 
Protective League (APL) 
is reminding pet owners 
to take extra precautions 
to keep their four-legged 
family members safe.
 Heat can quick-
ly become life-threat-
ening for pets. Unlike 
humans, animals cannot 
sweat to cool themselves 
and can rapidly suffer 
from heat stroke, organ 
failure or even death. 

  The funeral for 
Rev. Edward Thomas 
Payne, 77, was held last 
Saturday at Christ Epis-
copal Church, 3435 War-
rensville Center Road, 
Shaker Heights. Payne 
was a gifted operatic 
baritone, devoted educa-
tor, and faithful servant 
of the Episcopal Church, 

Payne

Remember, if it’s hot for 
you, it’s hot for them … 
and they’re wearing a fur 
coat!
 When pets 
spend time outdoors, al-
ways provide plenty of 
fresh water and access 

to shade. Before walking 
your dog, place the palm 
of your hand on the pave-
ment for several seconds. 
If it’s too hot for your 
hand, it’s too hot for your 
pet’s paws. Save walks 
and outdoor exercise 

for the early morning or 
late evening when tem-
peratures are cooler, take 
shorter walks, take drink-
ing with you, and watch 
for signs that your dog is 
becoming over heated.
 Never leave 
a pet unattended in a 
parked vehicle—even 
for a few minutes, in the 
shade, with the windows 
cracked. 
 The temperature 
inside a car can reach 
deadly levels in a very 
short time. If you see an 
animal left unattended 
in a vehicle, try to locate 
the owner immediately 
or contact local law en-
forcement if you believe 
the animal is in imminent 
danger. 
 Ohio law pro-

tects individuals from 
civil liability who follow 
the required steps before 
entering a locked vehicle 
to rescue an animal at 
risk of heat-related injury 
or death. 
 If the incident 
occurs in Cuyahoga 
County, contact the 
Cleveland APL Humane 
Investigations Hotline at 
216-377-1630.
 Fireworks can 
also be frightening and 
dangerous for animals. 
Loud noises often cause 
pets to panic, hide or run 
away, so it’s important 
that they are safely con-
fined.
 The Cleveland 
APL recommends tak-
ing these simple steps to 
keep pets safe throughout 

the holiday weekend:
 Make sure your 
pet is wearing a collar 
with an up-to-date ID tag 
and that their microchip 
information is current. 
Dogs should also have 
a current county dog li-
cense.
Keep pets indoors dur-
ing fireworks displays 
in a secure, quiet room 
with windows and doors 
closed. Playing soft mu-
sic or white noise may 
help reduce anxiety.
 Consider using 
anxiety vest or snug-
fitting shirt to calm your 
pet during fireworks.
 Double-check 
that all doors, gates 
and fences are securely 
closed before guests ar-

rive or fireworks begin.
Never use fireworks 
around pets. Lit fire-
works can cause severe 
burns and injuries, while 
unused fireworks contain 
toxic chemicals that can 
be harmful if chewed or 
swallowed.
 Never leave al-
coholic beverages where 
pets can access them. Al-
cohol can cause serious 
illness and even be fatal 
if ingested.
 Only use sun-
screen or insect repel-
lent products specifically 
labeled for pets. Human 
products can be toxic if 
licked or ingested.
 Keep citronella 
candles, insect coils, 
lighter fluid, matches 

and other grilling or fire-
works supplies safely out 
of your pet’s reach.
  “The Fourth of 
July should be a fun holi-
day for the whole family, 
including our pets,” said 
Sharon Harvey, Presi-
dent & CEO of the APL. 
“A little preparation can 
prevent tragedy. By keep-
ing pets cool in sheltered 
areas with access to lots 
of water, safely indoors 
during fireworks, and en-
suring their identification 
is current, we can help 
make sure they stay safe 
and at home where they 
belong.”
 The Cleveland 
APL will be closed ton 
Saturday, July 4th. For 
more information, visit 
ClevelandAPL.org

 The Fourth of July holiday is a time for backyard barbecues, 
family gatherings and fireworks, but it can also be one of the most danger-
ous times of the year for pets.

Governor DeWine Announces Funding for Structured Literacy Centers
  Ohio Gov-
ernor Mike DeWine, 
in collaboration with 
the Ohio Department 
of Higher Educa-
tion (ODHE), today 
announced that the 
University of Akron, 
Bowling Green State 
University, and Miami 
University will receive 
a combined total of 
$2.5 million to support 
the development and 
expansion of Struc-
tured Literacy Centers 
across the state.
 S t r u c t u r e d 
Literacy Centers pro-
vide teachers special-
ized training on the 
Science of Reading. 
These awards build on 
Governor DeWine’s 
longstanding efforts 
to bring the Science 
of Reading into every 
classroom in Ohio.
 “We know that 

the Science of Reading 
is the best method for 
teaching students how 
to read,” said Governor 
DeWine. “By support-
ing Structured Literacy 
Centers at universities 
across the state, we 
will help our future and 
current teachers master 
the Science of Reading 
so they can help every 
Ohio child become a 
confident reader and 
reach their full poten-
tial.”
 The University 
of Akron will receive 
$1 million to expand its 
Center for Structured 
Literacy. Bowling 
Green State Univer-
sity and Miami Univer-
sity will each receive 
$750,000 to advance 
their own Structured 
Literacy programs.
 “These cam-
puses have commit-

ted to be leaders in 
Structured Literacy. 
By advancing inno-
vative methods and 
models, they will play 
a pivotal role in shap-
ing educational prac-
tices throughout the 
state and delivering 
impactful results,” 
said ODHE Chancel-
lor Mike Duffey. “I 
look forward to work-
ing together to further 
this important initia-
tive; our collaboration 
will be key to achiev-
ing lasting impact and 
continued success in 
Structured Literacy re-
search.”
 Structured Lit-
eracy Centers equip 
teachers with strate-
gies to systematically 
build students’ reading 
skills – from recogniz-
ing letters and sounds 
to developing vocabu-

lary, fluency, and read-
ing comprehension. 
They also train teach-
ers on how to identify 
the signs of dyslexia 
early and provide ap-
propriate instruction 
and intervention, so 
more students receive 
the support they need 
to succeed.
 In addition to 
training future teach-
ers, Structured Liter-
acy Centers also offer 
research and profes-
sional development 
opportunities to sup-
port current teachers.
 UA’s Center 
for Structured Lit-
eracy was originally 
launched in 2024, with 
support from Governor 
DeWine and ODHE. 
The center’s core mis-
sion is the translation 
of scientific research 
on reading instruction, 

intervention, and dys-
lexia for educators. The 
center provides profes-
sional development to 
help both future and 
current K-12 teachers 
understand the Science 
of Reading, Structured 
Literacy, and dyslexia 
interventions.
 B o w l i n g 
Green will use the 
award to advance its 
Fostering Advanced 
Literacy Competencies 
for Ohio Networks us-
ing Structured Lit-
eracy (FALCON-SL) 
program. FALCON-
SL will focus on de-
veloping Structured 
Literacy strategies for 
teachers of students in 
grades 4-8. The center 
will create materials 
and research to extend 
Structured Literacy 
learning opportunities 
into workforce-ready 
literacy skills ground-
ed in the Science of 
Reading.
 Miami Uni-
versity will use the 
award in support of its 
Center of Excellence 
in Literacy, Advance-
ment, Education, and 
Development (MU-
LEAD). MU-LEAD 
will create materials 
for professional devel-
opment in the Science 
of Reading for school 
districts, as well as for 
Educator Preparation 
Programs that are pro-
ducing the next gen-
eration of teachers.
 “In addition to 
training Ohio’s future 
teachers, expanding 
these Structured Lit-
eracy Centers will help 
K-12 districts become 
even more strongly 
aligned with the Sci-
ence of Reading,” 
Chancellor Duffey 
said. “By supporting 
these centers, we hope 
they become a model 
for other institutions 
and states to emulate 
across the country.”
 G o v e r n o r 
DeWine has long sup-
ported the implemen-
tation of the Science 
of Reading in all Ohio 
educational settings, 
including early child-
hood education, K-12 
education, and higher 
education. Thanks to 
the Governor’s work, 
and the support of 
the Ohio General As-
sembly, the Science 
of Reading is now the 
required literacy teach-
ing method for all pub-
lic schools in Ohio.


